U.S. Department of Justice 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535 

October 14, 2016 


MR. JOHN GREENEWALD JR. 



FOIPA Request No.: 1357742-000 
Subject: KELLY, JOHN SIMMS 


Dear Mr. Greenewald: 

Records responsive to your request were previously processed under the provisions of the 
Freedom of Information Act. Enclosed is one CD containing 120 pages of previously processed documents 
and a copy of the Explanation of Exemptions. This release is being provided to you at no charge. 

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national 
security records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S. C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010). This 
response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA. This is a standard 
notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records 
do, or do not, exist. 

For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.” 
The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request. Please use this number in all 
correspondence concerning your request. Your patience is appreciated. 

You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States 
Department of Justice, Suite 11050, 1425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001, or you 
may submit an appeal through OIP's FOIAonline portal by creating an account on the following web site: 
https://foiaonline.reaulations.gov/foia/action/public/home . Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically 
transmitted within ninety (90) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely. If you submit 
your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information Act 
Appeal.” Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily 
identified. 

You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information 
Services (OGIS) at 877-684-6448, or by emailing oqis@nara.gov . Alternatively, you may contact the FBI’s 
FOIA Public Liaison by emailing foipaauestions@ic.fbi.gov . If you submit your dispute resolution 
correspondence by email, the subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.” Please 
also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily identified. 

Sincerely, 

J—^ 

David M. Hardy 
Section Chief, 

Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 


Enclosure(s) 








EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 


SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the 

matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding 
or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 
the agency; 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement putposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records 

or information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a 
fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) 
could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any 
private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 
individual; 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

(j) (2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 

or apprehend criminals; 

(k) (l) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 
would be held in confidence; 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant 
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service 
he release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
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t JOI^N EDGAR HOOVER 
^ ^director 
k >v^rr 


■jfieZtevtd ?£ntmn of Jttuesttsaftntt 
ISmisb States JHepavtmznt at ilixsttca 
JHasIjiwsiait, 59. (£. 

Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. . 

Dear Sir:• 




In compliance with instructions contained in Section 56 
of the Bureau Manual of Rules and Regulations, please he advised 

that my status with respect to the items listed "below is as follows:- 

\ 


(A) 


(B) 

(C) 


Marital Status: 
(Married employees 
state spouse's place 
of employment) 




Date of Birth: 


Names of parents, 
brothers and sisters: 




X /7/C) 




t 


(D) Maiden name of wife, together 
with names of wife's parents, 
brothers and sisters: 




* 

1 . 





(E) 

^DEFENSE 



UNITED 
STATES 
SAVINGS 
BONDS 
AND SLIM PS 


Names of husband's parents, 
brothers and sisters: 



~ 03 &- 





■w=T*r 





Names of societies or 
organizations flfeh which 
connected: 


c. (2&c**4r±r. 


(G) 

(H) 


(I) 


Legal Residence: 


Education: 

(Names of Schools attended 
and degrees received) 


¥¥7 ^ f 7 m (jz^ 


r r , y „ 


"yf 


Name, address and relation¬ 
ship of person to he notified 
in case of emergency: 




7 



(J) List of names of any relatives 
now in the Government service, 
with degree of relationship, 

! and where employed. (List all 
relatives, including those hy 
marriage.): 


(K) Offices where assignment preferred: 
(Limited to three) 
















III. CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS: YEAR: 


IV. LANGUAGES: 

_ Read : Excellent _ Good _ Fair _ 

(language) Sufficient to read foreign language newspapers _ 

Sufficient to translate with aid of dictionary _ 

Speak : (ability to carry on conversation) 

Excellent Good _ Fair _ 

Understand : (ability to listen to a conversation and intelli¬ 
gently report the substance) 

Excellent Good _ Fair_ 

_ Read : Excellent_Good_Fair _ 

(language) Sufficient to read foreign language newspapers _ 

Sufficient to translate with aid of dictionary _ 

Speak: (ability to carry on conversation) 

Excellent Good _ Fair _ 

Understand : (ability to listen to a conversation and intelli 

gently report the substance) 

f Excellent Good _ Fair _ 

(To report additional information, attach sheet) 

V. SPECIAL QUALIFICATIONS: (give detailed information regarding previous employ¬ 


ment, vocations, avocations and special abilities, 
and degree of proficiency) 









jtspERAL Bureau of investigation 
unitS states department of ju 

APPLICATION FOR EMPLOYMENT 

DIRECTOR, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 


A 


United States Department of Justice, 
Washington, D. C. 

Sir: 

I hereby make application for employment in 
the position indicated by check mark, in the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation; United States 
Department of Justice, and for your use in this 
connection submit the following information: 



e .— -i9_xr 


Special Agent (Law Trained) I I ** 

Special Agent (Accountant) j I ** 

Stenographer .. . . . 1-j 

Typist .. .L_J 

Translator .. .CD 

Messenger ... j— j ** 

Laboratory Technician* . 1_i ** 

.CZ1 

Student Fingerprint Classifier. 

Clerk.. 


(This application should be typewritten if possible) (indicate by check) 


(Middle name) 



1. Name in full (please print)_ y. __ 

(Family name) (Given name) /I,J JJW -' 

(a) Female applicants must furnish maiden name_ 

2. Legal Residence_ 

3. Mail and telegraphic address_ _._Phone Ni 

4 * oHifth Weight. Height_^_ 

5. Place of &x .rt_ 

6. (a) Father’s na^^yRc^^z^_(b) Father’s birthplace;^^^3as^^fc4&l«5dK - 

(c) Present address_ _ (d) If foreign born, is he a citizen?_ 

fe) Date and place of naturalization_ 

(a) Mother’s name_ - -(h) 

(c) Present address., ——_^c$(d) If foreign born, is she^a citizen?. 

(e) Date and place of naturalization_ 


it ex 


’ s birthplace, 



8. Brothers. 


(Complete names, birthplaces and present A'd'd'r’C'S'« 1 IW"' 




9 . Sisters____ L'Z 

(Include married names, birthplaces and present addresses) __ 

_I_ KfirUHffS? 


lOAre you a citizen of the United States?. 


N r ' / *r-' < C* l* 

L If you were not bom in Ihited States, how long have you lived hefe?,i___'„____ 

; W TcUV. 

I2^®f naturalized, date and place of naturalization_ _ 

13. N^re you single, married, widowed, separated, or divorced?_^ 

14. (a) Maiden name of wife ^ _(b) Wife’s birthplace. 

(c) Present address. (d) If foreign bom, is she a citizen?)rJ 

(e) Date and place of naturalization__ Z _ 


n 


♦ Specify exact title of position sought as Laboratory Techn^ian. 

**Position6 of Special Agent (Law Trained), Special Agent (Accountant), 
Laboratory Technician, and Messenger for male applicants only. 

See details on separate description sheets which will be furnished on request 


xBKO’i: 




% )9B5 




































2 


15. (a) Husband’s complete name___(b) Husband’s birthplace- 

(c) Present address_(d) If foreign bom, is he a citizen?- 

(e) Date and place of naturalization.__ /___ 

16. (a) Father-in-law’s name.(b) Birthplace.^^ft^^^..^Md 

(c) Present address.. _(d) If foreign bom, is he a citizen?_ 

(e) Date and place of naturalization____ 

17. (a) Mother-in-law’s narn^ (b) Birthplace_ _ 

(c) Present address_^?S5 £(d) If foreign bom, is she a citizen 

(e) Date and place of naturalization_- 

18. Brothers-in-law_______„__ 


“7coi*pTe te“na*e87~Flrthpl ace 8”^nd"present~ftddre ss© s) 


19.. Sisters-in-law^ 


(Complete names, birthplaces and present addresses) 


20. If vour husband (or wife) is employed, state where emploved . 

21. Nurber of children, if any 


22.' Are you entirely dependent on your salary? 


23. To what extent are vou financially indebted to others and to whom? 



24. Education: (Please print.) 













































J 


25. Give nsmes^of clubs, societies, and other similar organizations of which you are a meirber: 




26. Have you been admitted to the Bar, if so specify_ 

(Furnish Date and Plaoe) 

27. Describe any physical defects, inoiuding extent of defective vision, if any, with-and without 

glasses (Snellen)__ 


28. Health record for ’the past 3 years (give number of days and nature of serious illness):_ 



29. Experience: (Please print.) 



Name 

JCESress 


30. ar^.ts ( include traffic arrests)_ 


31. Specify any arrests of immediate family_I. 

32. Have you ever been a defendant in any court action?_ 

Specify: _____...... 




f 



33. Give five personal references (not relatives, former employers, fellow employees, or school 
teachers), more than 30 years of age, who are householders or property owners, business or pro¬ 
fessional men or women, including your family physician, if you have one, of good standing in the 

































4 


# • 

33. (continued) 

cormunity, and who have known you Well during the past 5 or more years. (Please print) 



na-me 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS 






34. Give residence addresses and dates of residence for the past tew years. . ' 

il=L^dL£L£j£j2 

.,. 

35. List the names of any relative now in the Government service, with the degree of relationship, 

and where employed:_ 

36. What is the lowest entrance salary you will accept?_ _ 

37. Are you in a position to accept probationary employment at any time, without previous notice, 

and, if notice is required, how much? — ' * ___ 

38. In the event of appointment will you be willing^tfo proceed to Washington, D.C., upon 10 days’ 

notice and at your own expense?_t_1 

39. If appointed are you willing and prepared to accept assignment Or transfer to any part of the 
United States where services are required, for either temporary or permanent duration?_J^K?~-..- 

40. Attach unmounted full face photograph not larger than 3 by 4$4 inches. Write your name plaimy on back 
of photograph. Photograph to be taken not more than 30 days prior to date of application. 

^(Application will not be considered complete if such photograph not furnished) 



Respectfully, 



Note.—I f the applicant desires to make any further remarks or statements 
concerning his qualifications or in answer .to any question contained in the applica¬ 
tion, the same should be made on a separate shee^qf paper, numbering the remarks 
in accordance with the original questions. \ , 

___ _ : ‘ 

I'BPe, —The following jurat nust be subscribed to,by all applicant's for 'pqkjtionsyih the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, U. S. Department of Justice, ’ ' " ; ^ ^ \' 

Subscribed and duly sworn to before me by 'the' abpve-hdmed ^licar\b?^tHis__j:^^^i._day 

of— (hd<0±^. -19_^A_, at city (or town) of "__ county 

of—_-_, and State (or Territory or Districf^of 

[OFFICIAL IMPRESSION SEAL] (Signature o£ : $tXi^e(f~•>, 




(d-ib-Tii ai - tTtf "• *^ 17 “ , ^ 

Application will not be considered complete if above jurat"rot executed.' 




































EDGAR HOOVER- 
director 
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3te2teral iBmzztu nf Inuc 0 ttga:tton 
CT:DSS ^tates-Bjepartmsnt nf Kxtstice 

3®fastyjngtnn, SB. (E. 

May 2, 1942 


u» /I/ 1 ? 

'// 


Mr. :i/&i50n ... 

/ i 

Mr*/E* A. Tamil 


i? 5 -" 


\Mr. u4a£ 

O- 

MrftMd 



MEMORANDUM FOR 2\H£ DIRECTOR 

rs 

RE: JOHN ^SHIPWRECK" KELLY 


Mr. Holloman 


Mr. McGuire 


Mr. Quinn Tamm 


Mr, Kelly , with whom you are personally acquainted, ^ Cand /i7 
called to see me on April 29. He advised that he attempte d Ji ^ [ff/t ~ } __ 
to get in the A -rmy hut-mas qi.np.n a 4-TP glassi fication becaus <k^ l ^\Jl^jf 
of a physical defeg t involving the breaking of his leg a couple of^^*C^ 
years ago. He feels there is a possibility of getting into the Army 
in physical instruction work but before taking any steps in this 
matter he wanted to get in touch w 7 ~-+ h y n1 ' find nut whether- the 
Bureau might be able to utilise his services, ' ~ 


for the past two...! 
in New York City . 


Mr. Kelly has been connected for the oast two and one-half 
y ears with the Home f surance Company in New York City . This compa ny 
has an agency in Cuba and Mr. Ke lly felt that .he_mEgh ±-^hel.abl.e_—tj)-Jbe 
helpful to us at that point t He indicated that he is not familiar 
with any foreign language but that he has excellent contacts -in and 
near Cuba. As you kndw, he married Miss Brenda Frasier, whose grand¬ 
mother is the social leader in Nassau. 

Subsequent to my conversation with Mr. Kelly, I discussed 
this matter with you and with Mr. Tamm, and in line with out under¬ 
standing I telephoned Mr. Kelly stating that he might be helpful 
to us in Cuba and that we would like to have him make arrangements 
for a transfer in his insurance company to that point. I explained 
in detail that he would not be consdered as an employee of the 
Bureau and that his work would be entirely in an undercover capacity. 

I told him that we would be willing to try him for a year at a salary 
of #3800 per annum and an expense account of not to exceed #100 per-y^rv 
a nnum . I suggested that he immediately enroll in a Berlits or other 
school of languages with a view to securing a background of Spanish; 
that he make the necessary arrangements to effect a transfer to 
Cuba and that when he has made such arrangements he plan to come 
to Washington for a period of two weeks, during which time the 
necessary background and instructions concerning his work would be 
given to him. I told him that if I was not in the city I would 
suggest that he get in touch with Mr. Tamm, who was familiar with 


DEFENSE 


BUY 

UNITED 
, STATES 
SAVINGS 
j/BONDS 
HAND SIAM PS 


this matter. 


\^i - -; 

RECORDED 

& 

indexed 


preilF 


■“^irFrF 


Ssrii 


I 1 ■. *, • 

t» ■■ . __ \ 


15 1985' 









Memorandum for the Director 


Mr, Kelly was cautioned that there should be no public 
knowledge of his connection with the Bureau, He indicated that 
the only persons who would be advised in this matter would be 
his wife 3 the President of the Home Insurance Company 3 and 
his guardianj Mr, Percy Johnston 3 in New York City, 

Mr, Kelly's address in New York is 630 Fifth Avenue and 
his home telephone number is Plasa 3-0360, I have forwarded 
to him an application blank which he will return to me under 
personal cover 3 in order that the same may be of record here. 


K 

Clyde Tolson 


cc Mr, Tamm 







tl 


•* 


Office of the Legal Attache 


/V^ 


AMERICAN EMBASSY 
HABANA, CUBA 

November 14, 1942 


Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. 0. 




Re: JOHN SIMS KELLY 


Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to my letter dated 
October 28, 1942, regarding the contacts and 
information of the above. 

There are enclosed duplicate memoranda 
prepared by Mr. KELLY concerning his work since 
the time mentioned in reference letter. 

The information which is obtained by 
Mr. KELLY is regularly incorporated in investi¬ 
gative reports, and the enclosures are forwarded 
only for the Bureau's interest in reviewing at 
one time the work performed by Mr. KELLY. 

Very truly yours, 


Enclosures 
RGL:RM 


( r/g. ledDy, 

"Legal Attache 
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J, I received a letter of introduction from LARRY 

X McPHAIL to, Colonel ■ JAIME MARINE,' of whom I .hive spoken 
’before* LARRY McPHAIL, the President of the l.Brooklvn 
baseball . Dodgers, trained the team in Cuba.-. Colonel 
' liARINE 'is the Cuban sports director and dresuraabiy a' s • 
friend of McPHA.IL'S. ^Lieutenant CABLES jfeaYEA., of the 
, Cuban Police,.. a friendT^Tlnine’ of whom• I/ have spoken 
before, delivered the letter to MARINE. 

MARINE invited me to his house.. -• CHARLES GOVEA 
' accompanied me, and acted as interpreter since'KARINE . 

. speaks very'little English. MARINE discussed mostly 
the coming, amateur World Series Baseba,ll Tournament, 
•which was to be held in Cuba, and also seemed to be very 
. ..interested in. prize, fighters. He sponsors a prize fight • 
.each' Saturday night which ’is held in Havana. 

He couldn’t have'been, nicer, and I expect to 
see more of him in the future. ; . ■ . . ' 


November 11, 19^2 • John S. Kelly 







Re*-' - LUIS vCOTEO. iiARR ISOH, , Peruvian Minister 
to Cuba.”' ■ y r - 


On October 13, 194-2,' I met the Peruvian Minister :• 
at the Hotel Ha ciorial swimming pool, through MIKE ; TARA FA " ; ' ; .. 1 
of whom • I have spoken before. ' Also with the Peruvian 
Minister, I met a. Panamanian by the name .of -BILL; ARAHGO. : y 
The Peruvian Minister /seems, very much attached t o ROSE" >' 
MARIE HBEEB, - of ..'whom' ± have spoken before. 7 





•l •• 


Re: DIARKID CAHPBELWOMSTON 

... On October 15, 19^2, I visited the CA13?BELLr JOHNSTON 
house. Upon arriving, lire. CAHpBELL-JOHNSTOE broke down, 
Btarted to cry, and said something horrible had happened to 
her husband. I told her I was terribly sorry and that I 
would do anything I could possibly do to help out. She put 
her . head oh ray shoulder and said that I was the nicest 
American she had ever met. 

When I' first met CAMPBELL-JOHNSTON, I told him 
that I had heard that he was a spy* He had obviously 
discussed this with Mrs. CAJ1PBELL-JOHNS TON because she said 
that I was the only one who had mentioned the stories that 
had been started about them, which they knew were going the 
rounds of Havana* 

Also at the house on this morning was the lawyer, 
JESUS VALDES CRESPO, commonly known as VChu Chu n * Also 
present wait Mrs. BAROI S, the wife of the vicny Trench 
Minister? jl^sT an older Cuban lady who spoke veiy 

good Engli'shT and Mrs. 'EGBERT, who is Mrs, CAMPBELL-JOHNSTON * S 
constant companionT^ 

MTs. EGBERT explained to me that her father had 
been the Cuban Ambassador to Norway years ago, and that 
she had accompanied him to Norway when she wab a girl, and 
had married a Norwegian by the name of EGBERT. She said her 
husband was quite prominent in Norway, and owned forests 
land pulp factories. She said she was a friend of SQNJA 
IgENlE/'S, and had known her in Norway* Mrs. EGBERT"™hai^ 
properties here in Cuba which were left by her father when 
he died. Although she has spent most of the time since 
her marriage abroad, she'is now living in Cuba for the . 
duration. : ; . 


November 11, 19^ John S. Kelly 



♦ *■. 




Re: DIARMID CAMPBELL-JOHNSTON • 


On the afternoon of October 16, 19^-2, X met JESUS 
CRESPO,the CAMPBELL-JOHHSTON lawyer, and made arrangements 
for renting the house* During our conversation, he 
explained to me that CAMPBELL-JOHHSTON was in prison, and 
that things were in a terrible shape. . 

He told me that the Cuban Minister of Defense, was 
a classmate of his, and that he had seen him and had also 
talked to the assistant to the Minister of Defense. They 
gave him a letter to a captain in the Cuban Army, who Was 
in charge of this particular investigation. He said that he 
was going to see the Captain and felt that possibly he might 
be able to pull a few strings and get CAMPBELL-JOHHSTON out 
of jail. He also said that if this didn't work, a great 
friend of his, J)r. .TOPIA, a Cuban Representative who had 
helped him before, would help him again. I asked if he could 

S robably bribe a few Cubans, and arrange for CAMPBELL-JOHN- 
TON'8 release. CRESPO explained to me that, under ordinary 
conditions, you could do most anything with irioney. He 
further explained that this situation was different from : , 
the usual ones because the British Minister, .Sir GEORGE 
OQIMISr FORBES, hated CAMPBELL-*JOHNSTON and was behTnd^he 
whole thing* 

CRESPO also explained to me that CAKPBELL-JOHNS TON 
had a great' friend, a lawyer by the name ofJkNDRXJ LA FARGUE, 
who lived at 102j5 Harding Drive, Hew Or leans ^““Lou is i aha." " 

He said that he had contacted LA FARGUE, and that LA FARGUE 
was in touch, with the French Ambassador to the United States, 
HEHRY- HAYE. He also explained to me that he felt something 
might be done in Washington because HEHRY-HAYE was a great 
friend of Mr* and Mrs. OAKPBELL-JOHNSTON, had visited them, 
and would do almost anything to help them out. He went so : 
far as to say that he felt HEHRY-HAYE would contact ^ord 
HALTFAY, the British Minister. CRESPO seemed quite confident 
that something worth while would happen in.Washington through 
the efforts of LA FARGUE and HEHRY-HAYE* 


November 11, 19^2 John ,8. Kelly 



•*> - 



On October 17, 1942, I met Mr. FREDERICK WILLIAM 
LANGE at the Nacional Hotel®, V\ ; . : . • ! 

f Mr* LANGE ie the distribution manager for ‘ 

Paramoun t in Oubfe*... He told me that he wap born in Germany,. 
and that he had spent' the last few years as. Paramount *s 
general distribution manager for Europe*, Itr. LANGE-was 
obviously very anti-Semitic. ; , . ■ 

. I expect to see Mr* LANGE again.soon, as he 
invited me to the preview, of a-.picture* > . v ; 


•November 11, 1942 John S. Keily 




Re: . LUIS^CUNEO HARRIOT * 

»* * • ' • . * / .. » 

On the night of October 19, 1942,. I attended a 
dinner given at the British Legation by Sir GEORGE OGILVIE- 
FORBES, British Minister. ' . / - ' 

At this dinner were Mr* and Mrs, JOHN, DUys, of •' 
whom I have spoken before,’ and ThfV^ gj ad Mrs * ‘.HUGH CHIS HOLM. • 
Mr. CHISHOLM is the Cuban represervtative £ox The, Sun Life*"of 
Canada Insurance Company, which he advised me wrote 70" 
■percent of the Cuban life insurance, thus surpassing all 
other life insurance companies. 

Also at this dinner were.Mr*, and Mrs. AUGUSTIN 
BATISTA.’. Mr, BATISTA,- of whom I hsreC spoken "lief ore, is ' H 
president of the Havana Philharmonic, and quite obviously 
a most important man-in Suba. ^ ^ ' 

After this dinner, we all attended the opening 
of.the Philharmonic Orchestra winter season, under the 
direction of MASSIMO FRE0.CIA, of whom I haFe spoken, before. 

I noticed that the Peruvian Minister, CUNEO HARRISON, 
attended the Philharmonic opening accompanied by ROSE’ 

MARIE HUBER, of whoa I have spoken before. - v ■ ' < 

When»this was finished, we attended a party 
given by Fir, and Mrs. ELLIS) BR IGGS at their home. Mr. 
BRIGGS, of whom’ I have spoken before, is First Secretary 
of the American Embassy... 


November 11, 1942 John S. Kelly 






; Re; DIARMID CAMPBELL-JOHNSTON . j 

On October 18, 1942, I, talked with JESUS CRESPO, 
■V' the CAJIPBELL** J OHEf 8 TON lawyer. He explained that things PP, 
J: -weren’ t going so well bht that he had an appointment ,. 
with.the Minister of State, Dr> MRTIHE2, an old friend. . 
of his, whom he expected to "give him help ; 



; p On October 19, 1942, I moved into the GAMPBELL- 
. JOHNSTON house. I Ideated, a wall safe in this house, 
hidden away in one of the closets* I asked Ere, CAMPBELL^-; 
JOHNSTON for the combination of this safe, but she said she 
couldn’t give it to me, as only CAMPBELL-JOHNSTON knew the 
combination, and that it was the place where he kept,his 
• private papers* 'p ,-•••; • • ' , \p'P' P. ajl#' 

The safe will be opened to see what.it might •. ••• 
contain* : . p-P' 'pp''"P. 


November il, 1942 






•• 


Re 5 DXARMID CAMPBELL-J OHFS TON 


... ' On the night of October 20, 1942, I bad as guests 
at my house for dinner. • MASSIMO FRECCIA and Miss HERE 
AZIPAJ3JU ' 

.1 was called away from dinner and advised by the 
but.ler that the CAMPBELL-JOHHSTON lawyer, JESUS CRESPO, 
wanted to see me. I talked with hirfi; he seemed terribly; 
upset, explaining that CA11PBELL-J0HNST0N had broken down . 
and also that Mrs. CAl^BELir* JOHNSTON had been crying all 
day, and that he hadn't been able to accomplish anything. 

He said that he hated to disturb me but that Mrs. CAHPBELL- 
JOHNSTON felt I was the. one friend she could depend on 
in Havana, and that she would like me, as a great favor 
to her, to see the British Minister and deliver a message. 
The message was this — that she and'CAMPBELL-JOHNSTON 
would do anything that he would like to have them: do, 

I advised the lawyer that I would be more than glad to 
do this, as I felt sorry for people in trouble. v 


November 11, 1942 


John S. Kelly 






Re* FRAH K STEINHARDT,. Jr. 

On October 12, 19^2 FRAM STEBIHARBT, of whom I 
have spoken before, brought to my room at. the Haoional 
Hotel, a diamond bracelet which/heaaid was-a bargain. 

He said the party asked |20,000 for it, but he thought he 
copld get it cheaper. l y asked STEINHARDT about the duty 
and customs or other difficulties which might arise 

purchasing a used bracelet like this one. He said 
^ftere would be no trouble, a6 it /wasn't bought from a store 
Jmd no one would know the difference since it would be 
bought for personal use/ ' ' •" 

I explained to him that it was not a very good 
bracelet,,and under no conditions would I be interested 
in' it. '■ ‘ 

jBj / ‘ He also explained to me at.this time that he 
had been commissioned a Major in the Military Intelligence 
and was awaiting his orders. I told, him that with the 
knowledge he had of Cuba that they would probably leave 
him in Havana. He agreed with me, and said that he thought 
he could do the best work here* 


November 11, 19^2 John S. Kelly 
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January 4, 1943 


Hr. John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. 0, 

Dear Sir: 


There is attached hereto a summary report of the 
organization and set up of the Federal Bureau, of Investigation, 
"Office of the Legal Attache," in the American Embassy at 
Havana, Cuba. 

It is believed the Bureau personnel already on duty 
in Cuba, together with those scheduled for duty in Cuba in 
accordance with the original plan of operation, is sufficient 
for the time being to satisfactorily handle all matters of 
interest. In the event there is an pp-nreciable increase in 
pending cases, it is suggested that any additional personnel 
be assigned in the open, as Assistant Legal Attaches. The 
Cuban police officials and Ambassador Braden have .advised me 
there is no restriction on the number of F. B. I, agents who 
may work in the open in Cuba. 


Tours very truly, 


W. 0. Spears 
Special Agent 


Enclosure 


\ 
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Confidential Representative JOHN SIMMS KELLY resides 
at the Hotel Nacional, Havana, Cuba, where he is contacted 

frequently hy figent Leddy/ 

Up to the present time KELLY has been able to only 
render limited assistance to the Officae tff the Legal Attache/ 
KELLY;naturally, is quire well known in Havana and is much 
sought after by Havana society. However, it appears that KELLY 
neglects to take full advantage of the contact opportunities 
he has for the asking. It is within myknowledge that Agent 
LEDDY has spent considerable time in conferring with Kelly; 
furnishing leads and suggestions and encouragin him tn his 
work. KELLY appears to be^quite anxious to help but at the 
same time he seems to hesitate to make the necessary contacts 
or to take advantage of the opportunities he has to secure 
information desired. 

However, it is believed that with time to get acquainted 
with the work and with Agent LEDDY’S assistance that K SLLY 
will become a valuable contact for the office of the legal 
Attache. 





mreh 10, 1943' 


Director ' 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, B. CL\-. ;> .'•«/*.: • 

Bear Sir: :■> 


He: IBCOMB" ttX RETURNS . 


2n accordance with Bureau instructions, there ire en~ 
closed herewith the executed income tax return forms of the members, 
of this office. She employees names are set out Below, and 
opposite each name appears a notation, referring to these Income 
tax toms, which Is self explanatory, For the information of the 
Bureau, advice is given that- Kr. JOHf! SjJteLt t departed from 
Havana for Mrn tork on Kerch ?, 1943.. - Re has advised that he . 
will take care of his personal income tax matters in Hew York City. 

Attention ic invited to the fact that although advice 
was furnished this office to the effect that blank income tax forme 
could be obtained from the Embassy, up to this writing the forms 
are as yet unobtainable. For this reason, the blank income tax 
forme have been obtained through other sources, thus causing an 
unavoidable delay la their execution and delivery to the Bureau* 


handled personally 



handled' 1 pareo 




handled 

a 


form enclosed 


..form enclosed MAYJg J$g| 

_..handled personally . ■ 

ery truly yours, , , 

H.&.1.eddy, Legs! Attache 









(Present address) Washington, D. C,_ 


(Date) June 25, 1942 

Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: 


In accepting an appointment to a position in the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, United States Department of Justice, I hereby agree that I will 
he governed by the following provisions: 

1. That my retention in the Bureau will be contingent upon the performance 
of satisfactory services. 

2.. That the confidential character of the relations of the employees of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation with the public, and with each 
other, is fully understood by me. 

3. That the strictly confidential character of any and all information 
secured by me in connection, directly or indirectly with my work as 

an employee of this Bureau, or the work of other employees of which 
I may become cognizant, is fully understood by me. 

4. That neither during my tenure of service with the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, nor at any time, will I violate this confidence, nor 
will I divulge any information of any kind or character whatsoever 
that may become known to me to persons not officially entitled thereto. 

I further certify that the conditions specified herein are agreeable 
to me, and that I am entering on duty as an employee of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation with a full knowledge of the conditions above set forth. 

Very truly yours, 






OFFICE OF THE LEGAL ATTACHE 



EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
HAQANA, CUBA 

June 1, 1943 


Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

Washington, D. C. 

/D) 

Re: JOHN S1KKELLY 

Special Employee 
Efficiency Report 
Cuba - Administrative 

Dear Sir: 

Mr. John S. Kelly came to Havana in July 1942, 
accompanied by his wife, Mrs. Brenda Frazier Kelly; he has 
been assigned in Cuba continuously since that time for the 
purpose of developing information of value to the Bureau 
through independent contacts, in an under cover capacity. 


Mr. Kelly has developed wide contacts in Cuba, and 
utilized them to good advantage. Gifted with a likable per¬ 
sonality and an impressive personal appearance, he has no 
difficulty in securing access to any circle of society. He is 
able to make acquaintances with ease and to be accepted readily 
by varying types of individuals without reserve. In manner, he 
is. very direct and frank, which qualities have a disarming 
effect on persons who with other Bureau representatives might 
feel more cautious. He is intelligent, penetrating in personal 
judgment, and independent in approach. He has conducted himself 
in his work with discretion, and exercised good judgment in 
liaison with this office and the use of information turned over 
to him. He is exceptionally interested in the work of the 
Bureau and in performing a satisfactory job on his present 
assignment; in this regard, he shows himself amenable to sug¬ 
gestion and anxious for numerous leads toccupy_his Jurva-sfepF- 

gative time. RECORDED j •_/' ^ 4'V$3^ 'J&Zj, 

Mr. Kelly has in a very large 
. initial -uncertainty as to his duties and-manifqrooa 
them, which he felt on arrival in Cuba, 
type of information of interest to ~ 
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of securing the same has steadily improved, hut it is felt 
that with his experience of one year in this work, he can 
demonstrate further ability to originate and follow up topics 
of information, and to expand information which he receives 
into a complete report by additional investigation. 

Mr. Kelly has acquired entree to the principal circles 
of Cuban society, both social and commercial. He has secured 
himself in a position whereby he can entertain or be entertained 
by the principal diplomatic figures in Havana, as well as the 
leaders of Cuban social life in many parts of the island. He 
has utilized his cover of a representative of the Home Insurance 
Company (with which he has been connected for a long period) to 
secure access to information in the financial and commercial 
world. His value to the Bureau depends largely on these con¬ 
tacts, so that any transfer from this country, it is believed, 
would reduce his ability to secure this type of information, 
at least for a temporary period. 

Mr. John S. Kelly has been an asset to the work of 
this office, and his services to the Bureau have been entirely 
satisfactory. 


RG-LjRM' 


Very truly yours. 



r. 0/ LEDDY, 
likga.ll Attacl 
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PERSONNEL AFFIDAVIT 


Standard Form No. 47 
Approved by the Bureau 
of the Budget 
May 15, 1941 


Depa rtment of Justice 

(Department or agency) 

Name _ 


Federal Bureau of Investigation Washington, D. C. 

(Bureau or division) (Place of employment) 

_Joh n S. Kelly _ 

(Given name, initial or initials, if any, and last name. Print or type) 


Section 9A of Public 252—76th Congress, approved August 2, 1939, otherwise known as the “Hatch 
Act,” provides: 

“(1) It shall be unlawful for any person employed in any capacity by any agency of the Federal Government, 
whose compensation, or any part thereof, is paid from funds authorized or appropriated by any Act of Congress, 
to have membership in any political party or organization which advocates the overthrow of our constitutional form 
of government in the United States. 

“(2) Any person violating the provisions of this section shall be immediately removed from the position or office 
held by him, and thereafter no part of the funds appropriated by any Act of Congress for such position or office .shall 
be used to pay the compensation of such person;” 

It is provided in various appropriation acts that no part of the funds so appropriated shall be used 
to pay the salary or wages of any person who advocates, or who is a member of an organization that 
advocates, the overthrow of the Government of the United States by force or violence, and that an affi¬ 
davit shall be considered prima facie evidence that the person making the affidavit does not advocate, 
and is not a member of an organization that advocates, the overthrow of the Government of the United 
States by force or violence. Such acts provide further that any person who advocates, or who is a 
member of an organization that advocates, the overthrow of the Government of the United States by 
force or violence and accepts employment, the salary or wages for which are paid from any such appro¬ 
priation, shall be gililty of a felony and, upon conviction, shall be fined not more than $1,000 or imprisoned 
for not more than 1 year, or both, and that the above penalty shall be in addition to, and not in substitu¬ 
tion for, any other provisions of existing law. 

* % ^ ^ 


I,-...., do solemnly swear 

(or affirm) that I have read and understand the foregoing; that I do not advocate the over¬ 
throw of the Government of the United States by force or violence; that I am not a member 
of any political party or organization that advocates the overthrow of the Government of the 
United States by force or violence; and that during such time as I am an employee of the 
Federal Government, I will not advocate nor become a member of any political party or 
organization that advocates the overthrow of the Government of the United States by force 























I, . S&. X . do solemnly 

swear thsdf I will support and defend the Constitution of the United 
States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will hear 
true faith and allegiance to the same; that I take this obligation 
freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; and 
that I will well and faithfully discharge the duties of the office 
of 



on which I am about to enter: So help me God. 
(Sign here) 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 



;wr. day of. 



194^?- 




Notarj^Public 


DATE OF ENTRY ON DUTY 
DATE OF BIRTH 


PLACE OF BIRTH* 


* If foreign born, date of naturalization 
LEGAL VOTING RESIDENCE . 



DO YOU RECEIVE AN ANNUITY UNDER THE CIVIL SERVI 


RETIREMENT ACT? 
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idsbetal Muviztm of Hmmsttgattort 
Bmtrib States iBepattment of Justice ■ 
^Jafiffiingtori, 5L <JL 
October 23, 19ij3 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. LADS 
RE: JOHN SpKELIY 



Mr. Tolion 
Mr. E. A. 
Legg 




Mr. Hendon_ 

Mr. Mumford. 
Mr. Stark*_ 


Mr. Quinn T*mm_ 


Tale. Room. 

Mr. Nease_ 

I talked to the above individual this morning* He came Mi> , Boahm 
dovra from New York and is somewhat perturbed as to his status Mig , Gandy 

with the Bureau in view of his recent classification by his draft 
board in 1-A, I made it clear to Mr. Kelly that the Bureau cannot 
under any circumstances request deferment for him. I pointed out to 
him that he is not a Special Agent and that he would have to be a duly 
appointed Special Agent prior to being classified in 1-A before the Bureau 
can do anything for him in the way of requesting deferment. I also made 
it clear to Kelly that the Bureau cannot under any circumstances be a 
party to aty procedure whereby he would be classified as ii-F by his draft 
board on the basis of hia working for the FBI. Kelly states that he 
understands our position in the matter and that he does not want the 
Bureau to think that he is trying to escape army service or anything of 
the kind. 


Kelly states that he advised his draft board in New York that 
he had been in Cuba for the Home Insurance Company while classified as 
II U-F and that for the very confidential information of the board he had 
» helped the FBI and had to some extent worked for the FBI. He stated that 
he told the draft board confidentially that he had received training by 
the FBI with regard to such work. I told Kelly that he should not have 
done this and that he should not reveal to anyone under any circumstances 
his connection with the FBI* I pointed out to him that it has been 
previously explained not one but a number of times that his connection 
with the Bureau is highly confidential, the assignment which he was on 
was highly confidential and that the Bureau cannot under any circumstances 
back him up to the effect that he was assigned in Cuba with the FBI. 

Kelly states he understands this and that the members of the draft board 
did not believe him when he told them he had been working with the FBI. 
Certain members of the draft board seemed to think he was lying-and-asked 
him to get proof from the FBI. Kelly states he told the drafttb'dard’Ti'e' 
could not get any such proof. S* ‘ ' ' 






O * f 



He states that upon one prior occasion he was 
Agent Jeromes Doyle in New York City that Special Ag|nt} .D< 
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Memorandum for Mr* Ladd 


Page 2 


send an FBI Agent to the draft board in New York City to pick up a draft 
release for Kelly to leave the country. He stated that Special Agent 
Doyle told him, Kelly, that the Agent was sent to the head of the draft 
board, a Mr* Graziana (spelling phonetic), on a strictly confidential 
basis merely to obtain the"draft release, Kelly, of course, being classified 
as U-F legitimately. Kelly states that Doyle did obtain the draft release 
for him to leave the country, and that he assumed there would be some record, 
confidential or otherwise, at the draft board concerning this. A check was 
made but no record could be found. He states that the head of the draft 
board, Graziana, has no recollection of any FBI Agent having contacted him 
or anyone else on the board to obtain a draft release. He states that 
Graziana called in his secretary who stated he had a vague recollection 
that someone representing himself to be an Agent of the FBI did contact 
Mr. Graziana previously and did obtain a draft release for Kelly to leave 
the United States and go to Cuba. 

Kelly states that he would like very much for the Bureau to have 
an Agent contact Mr. Graziana, the head of the draft board, confidentially 
and advise him on a strictly confidential basis orally that while Kelly 
was in Cuba for the Home Insurance Company he voluntarily assisted the FBI 
and other American authorities there. He states that he would like this to 
be done inasmuch as Graziana and the others apparently now think that Kelly 
was lying. I told Mr. Kelly that as he had previously been told ary number 
of times, the Bureau cannot officially admit that Kelly was in any way 
whatsoever working for us, that he obviously should not have put himself 
in the position with his draft board of making representations which he 
should have known he could not back up and that the Bureau could not back 
him up with regard to such representations; further, that tte Bureau did 
not and does not desire that he disclose his connection with the FBI 
under any circumstances to anyone outside of the FBI. Mr. Kelly stated 
that he thought the Director and Mr. Tolson would approve, if they knew 
the facts, the matter of having an Agent approach the head of the draft 
board in a strictly confidential capacity and advise him in the strictest 
of confidence that Kelly did, as a matter of fact, while in Cuba and while 
legitimately classified as U-F, cooperate with the FBI. I told Kelly that 
I would check and see if this procedure could be taken but that if it is 
approved he should understand definitely that the FBI cannot in any way 
whatsoever request deferment for him nor can we admit to the draft board 
or anyone else that he has been working for the FBI in the past either in 
Cuba or elsewhere. Kelly states that he understands this and only desires 
that an Agent contact Mr* Graziana as indicated above so that Kelly will 
not be in a position of telling a barefaced lie. 





Memorandum for Mr. Ladd 


Page 3 


Kelly states that he is a very good personal friend of Major 
General Irving Phillipson of the War Department. General Phillipson 
previously, told Kelly that he would try to get Kelly reclassified into 
1-A and get him a commission in the event Kelly desired. Kelly stated 
that he at that time told General Phillipson in the strictest of confidence 
that he had been helping the FBI in Cuba and that because of such connection 
he did not desire General Phillipson to take any action with regard to the 
matter. He stated that he did not have authority from anyone in the Bureau 
to tell General Phillipson the above but that he mentioned the fact that he 
had done so to Special Agent Jerome Doyle in New York City, that Special 
Agent Doyle asked Kelly whether he could trust General Phillipson to be 
absolutely discreet about the matter, and that Kelly replied that if he 
could not trust General Phillipson to respect a confidence he would not 
trust anyone to do so. Kelly inquired as to whether the Bureau would have 
any objections to his recontacting General Phillipson and telling him that 
he has been reclassified into 1-A and is now desirous of General Phillipson 
doing what he can concerning Kelly and a commission. I told Kelly that the 
Bureau, of course, has no objection to this procedure although we do not 
want him to represent himself to General Phillipson or anyone else as having 
been working for the FBI. He stated that he will tell General Phillipson 
that with regard to his previous conversation with the General he, Kelly, 
meant he was cooperating in helping the American authorities in Cuba as 
much as he could but that he can no longer continue in this capacity 
inasmuch as he has been classified 1-A. He stated that he will locate 
General Phillipson and talk to him this afternoon inasmuch as the General is 
a close personal friend. I warned Kelly again that under all circumstances 
and conditions his connection with the FBI must remain at all times completely 
confidential and secret. Kelly states he understands this. 

Kelly states that he particularly wants the Director and Mr. Tolson 
to know that he appreciates the Bureau’s action in letting him be of assist¬ 
ance and that he wants us to know that he was sincere in wanting to help 
and that he did on this basis enjoy most heartily his connection with the 
Bureau. I told Kelly that the Bureau enjoyed having him and that his work 
had been of value, that as a matter of fact we have been assured by the 
Legal Attache in Guba that his efforts were most valuable and of great 
assistance. Kelly states he is highly gratified to know this. He is not 
yet sure whether his classification will remain in 1-A inasmuch as he states 
that he still does not believe that his knee will pass the final medical 
examination for induction. 

ACTION 


Inasmuch as Kelly has already performed the harm with the draft 
board of telling them that he was connected with the FBI, it is believed 









Memorandum for Mr* Ladd 


Page U 


that the Bureau might desire to have a fully qualified Agent contact the 
head of the draft board and orally explain to him in confidence that 
Kelly as a prominent businessman legitimately classified in 1*-F has in 
the past offered certain cooperation and assistance which was received 
gratefully by the FBI in the same manner that we would receive cooperation 
and assistance from anyone else, but that this fact must, “of course, be 
kept strictly confidential by the draft board member in question* It is 
believed that the jigent should make it very clear to the head of the draft 
board that the Bureau is not and did not under any circumstances request 
deferment for Kelly because of any assistance that he has rendered to the 
FBI or might be able to render in the future* 


9 cuvwu. 

(Qr*J 











JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
director 


1C-287 



CHC:LH 


■Mzheval ffiutB aw of Jnurattpatinn 
Bniteb §tates department of Justice 
Hffastimpton, d. <JL 

October 26, 1943 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. LADD 

o_ _ 


SIS - SPECIAL EMPLOYEE 


I called Special Agent Minor in New York today with Misi 
regard to the attached memorandum and advised Special Agent Minor Mis , 
that he should get in touch with Kelly and tell him the Bureau is 
completely unable, in view of all the circumstances involved in 
connection with this matter, to contact the Draft Board in anyway 
whatsoever. I told Mr. Minor to make it clear to Kelly that the 
Bureau,in view of its responsibilities and duty concerning the con¬ 
fidential and delicate nature of foreign intelligence work, definitely 
cannot at any time in anyway admit that we engage in such work or 
that Kelly was employed by the Bureau in such capacity. I told Mr. 
Minor that he should tell Kelly that for this reason we cannot contact 
the Draft Board even in an off the record confidential mannerj further, 
that Kelly had gone ahead and contacted the Draft Board and gotten 
himself into a predicament without first consulting the Bureau al¬ 
though he had been previously repeatedly warned of the confidential 
and secret nature of his connection with the FBI. 

I t old Mr. Minor to get in touch with Kelly and to find ou t 
ju st what the situation and status of Kelly was g oing to be in order 
th at we can ge~t~~his resignation or take such other action as might be 
necessary in view of t his draft situation . 

Respectfully, ^ 


To Is on_ 

E. A. Tamm 

/i&n. Clegg_ 

Mr, Cofiey_ 

Mr, Glavin_ 

Mr. Ladd_ 

Mr. Nichols_ 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tracy_ 

Mr. Acers_ 

Mr. Carson_ 

Mr. Harbo_ 

Mr. Hendon_ 

Mr. Mumford_ 

Mr. Starke_ 

Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Nease_ 

Miss Beahm_ 

Miss Gandy_ 
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C. tT. Carson 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 
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liberal Bureau of Inuesttsatxntt 
•Unites §iates department of dustice 
•Uastympton, d. ©«. 


Mr. Tolson_ 

Mr. E.A. Tamm 

Mr. Clegg_ 

Mr. Glavin_ 

Mr. Ladd_ 

Mr. Nichols_ 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tracy_ 

Mr. Carson_ 



I asfredvMr. Kelly how he has been getting along 
with his Berlitz course 3 and said it was pretty slow 3 
but he is coning along all right. He has had about 
fourteen hours of a twenty hour course. 


I advised him we would want him to come down to 
Washington for a couple of weeks 3 or it might'run into 
a month . 


Mr. Kelly said he would come to Washington on 
Monday to go over the whole mattery and he asked me to 
tell you and Mr. Tolson he had asked about you.and him. 






_ .^SOHN-EDGAR HOOVER 
/■ DIRECTOR 



• I 

3feiteral i&nvean nf Inuesttgattmt 
-Hnltei* §taies iBspavtment of Justice 
JHaalyrngiott, 53. <E. 

June 27, 1942 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. LADD 


A 


RE: JOHN S^ KELLY 

SPECIAL EMPLOYEE SIS 



Mr, Tolson_ 

Mr. E. A. Tamm_ 

Mr. Clegg_ 

Mr. Glavin_ 

Mr. Ladd_ 

Mr. Nichols_ 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tracy._ 

Mr. Carson_ 

Mr. Coffey • 

Mr.Hendon_ 

Mr. Holloman_ 

Mr. McGuire_ 

Mr. Quinn Tamm, 

Mr.Harbo_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr.Nease_ 


Miss Beahm 
Miss Gandy. 

This is to advise that John S. Kelly took the o ath of _ _ 

o ffic e and entered upon active duty as a Special Employee of the 
"Federal Bureau of Investigation assigned to the SIS Division as of 
9:00 a.m. June 22, 1942. 


Mr. Kelly's compensation is to be at the rate of $3800 per 
annum. His expenses are not to exceed $100 per 1 month, and he will be 
provided with transportation expenses between New York City and Havana, 
Cuba, for himself. 


Respectfully, 
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\ MEMORANDUM FOR HR. LADD 

|f|/ RE: JOHN SIMMS "SHIFiffiECK'^KELLY 
5/M* SPECIAL EMPLOYEE - SIS 


w 


H I son.__ 

A. Tamm_ 

egg_ 

Mr. Glavin__ 

Mr. Ladd_ 

Mr.Nichols_ 

Mr. Ros^il_ 

/Mr.Tins, cy_ 

Carson_ 

Mr. Coffey_ 

Mr.Hendon_ 

Mr. Holloman_ 

Mr. McGuire_ 

Mr. Quinn Tamm 

Mr. HarboJ_ 

Tele. Room_ 

RLh Nease_ 

^Mi ss Beahm_ 

v^M-is'siGandy h. _ 


( ■.„ .?*••.nay ma: dUlhM SJLSffiSS Acinbl Tele. Koom_ 

•'"i- 3for SPECIAL EMPLOYEE - SIS m. Nease 

\\s I ... > >Miss Beahm] 

<f ^I-IssjGandV^ 

John S. Kelly took the oath of office as a Special -%ployeej- |V\/> 
of this Bureau on June 22, 191*2, and completed his primary training? ’ ft 
for SIS work July 10, 19l*2. Mr. Kelly on July 10, 191*2, returned to New ( 

York City to arrange his personal matters. He intends to leave New York Cjjby 
on July 22, 191*2, for Miami, Florida, en route to Havana, Cuba* It is expected 
that he will arrive at Havana, Cuba, on or .-about, July 26, 19l*2. 

V? t v, r V* v ' V- * 

¥/hile on special assignment for the Bureau, Mr. Kelly will use the 
cover of the/ Home Insurance Company whose main offices are at 59 Maiden Lane, 
New York City, Hew Xork. Mr. Kelly has made arrangements with the president of 


this company to work as their Special Representative in Havana, Cuba*. » 

v * » - ^“ : ‘ V ’ 

Mir. Kelly will communicate with the Bureau through the cover address 
of Benjamin Bowen, Post Office Box 61*1*, Grand Central Annex, New/York City, 

New York, and will sign his mail !'Snake". No cable address was assigned to Mr. 
Kelly. j|) 


Mr. Kelly has requested that all checks issued to him by the Bureau be 
forwarded to Miss Rut h Ha rris on, c/o_J.^jS. Kelly, 63 0 Fifth Avenue, New York City, 
New York. MissHarrison has been~Mr. Kelly * s~secretary in the insurance business 
for the'past two years and will maintain his office in New York City during his 
absence. Mr. A. M. Thurston at New York City is to be introduced to Miss' Harrison 
by Mr. Kelly so that an appropriate liaison can be arranged in New York. 


! 

Iftrile in Washington under the direct supervision of Mr. Jerome Doyle 
of the SIS Division, Mr. Kelly received extensive train^m|f|to prepare him for 
SIS work in Cuba. He was given specific lectures <mPfchqNgeneral operations of 
the Spanish Falange ; on the handling of inf orimyat s ;6on the general problems of 
working undercover; on the various types^of-.pe^sofis who would seek to undercover 
him in his work for the Bureau in Cuba. addition, he attended a lecture on 
the subject of How to Recognize.a Clandestine Radio Transmitter and was given an 
extensive talk on the general subject of espionage by Supervisor H. 1 Kimball of 
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, i I i/U* ___ • 

In addition, Mr* Kelly was given the opportunity of reviewing all the 
Bureau's files relative to Cuba. The contents of these files were discussed with 
him and the various types of information desired by the Bureau were outlined to 
him. 


Under the general supervision o'f Mr. Coffey of the Technical Laboratory, 
Mr. Kelly was afforded an opportunity to take special courses (in/ coding and the 
use of V secret inks l\ In addition, general uses of photography in SIS work were 
outlined to him. "Tie was shown the mechanical operations of detectaphones and the 
general checks which could be made to ascertain the presence of microphones in a 
room. He was given instructions on the manner in which his mail could be opened 
unknown to himself and the various types of espionage writings were explained to 
him. 

Mr. Doyle accompanied Mr. Kelly to jQuantico, Virginia, where Mr. Kelly 
was given the opportunity to attend a lecture on practical sabotage problems, and 
he audited the actual field work of an In-Service class in its efforts to solve 
three specific practical sabotage problems. Iftiile at Quantico, Mr. Kelly fired 
both the hip shooting and the practical pistol course. It is noted that in the 
hip shooting course he obtained a score of 96 and in the practical pistol course a 
score of 68. Mr. Kelly stated this was the first time he had ever fired a revolver. 

At the specific request of 1&». Kelly, Mr. Doyle discreetly outlined to 
Mr. Kelly and his wife, Brenda Frazier Kelly, the confidential nature of Mr. 

Kelly's assignment to Havana, Cuba. The only subject matter stressed during this 
conference was the nature and the types of persons who would seek to trick Mrs. 

Kelly into uncovering her husband's official connection with the Bureau. It was 
noted during the conference that Mrs. Kelly had a quick appreciation of the general 
problems of her husband's assignment, and she stated that wherever possible it was 
her intention to assist him in this work. It was particularly stressed to Mrs. 

Kelly that under no circumstances should she reveal her husband's official 
connection with the Bureau to-any one. The various reasons for this vrere outlined 
to her. 


Previous to Mr. Kelly's completion of his training course, a conference 
was had between Mr. Kelly,.Special Agent Raymond Leddy and Mr. Jerome Doyle wherein 
Mr. Kelly was instructed as to how Agent Leddy would make contacts with him in 
Havana, Cuba, where Agent Leddy is about to be assigned as Attache to the American 
Embassy. It was explained to Mr. Kelly that he should be most careful in his 
contacts with Agent Leddy inasmuch as Agent Leddy will be known to the Embassy as 
an Agent of the Bureau. 

During the course of Mr. Kelly's training, he advised that he was 
intimately acquainted with Ernest Hemingway. Mr. Doyle reviewed the Bureau files 
relative to Hemingway and noted, the information indicated Hemingway was an ardent 
anti-Francoist with respect to Spanish matters; that he had been a great sympathizer 
with the Loyalist side in the Spanish revolution and was among other things a 
contributor to the "Daily Worker". 
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COMBBCmtiai, 

Mr. Doyle instructed Mr. Kelly that any'contact he made with 
Hemingway should he most discreet and that under no circumstances should he 
reflect to Hemingway his official connection with the Bureau. Mr. Kelly stated 
that he felt that in view of Hemingway 1 s hatred for Franco information relative 
to the operations of the Falange in.Cuba should be obtainable from him. In this 
as well as all other matters, he was advised he should take the advise of Agent 
Leddy before involving himself in situations which he did not understand. Mr. 
Kelly stated that in his own opinion he was totally inexperienced in investigative 
matters and he realized that he could not properly evaluate the worth of 
information but that he stands ready to obtain any information which was requested 
of him and to make whatever contacts would be of assistance to the Bureau's ‘work 
in Cuba. 


It is Mr. Kelly's present intention, upon his arrival in Havana, Cuba, 
to proceed about ordinary business for about ten days or two weeks and then to 
have a preliminary conference with Special Agents Raymond -G. Leddy and 
Spears_at which time the nature and scope of his work can be outlined. 

■While Mr. Kelly was here in Washington, I met and talked with him 
generally about SIS work in Cuba. 

Upon leaving fir. Kelly stated that he understood thoroughly all of 
the instructions that had been given him. 


< 


Respectfully, 
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61son_ 

!. A. Tamm.^ 
Clegg_ 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF r^*TrCA.TTO'-< 


DATE October 18 f 194 3 


MMORMDPM FOR MR. LADD fyS 


RE: JOH^S.JCELLY, 

SPECIAL EMPLOYEE'' 



Mr. Coffey, 
Mi\.-^Glavin 
M*y T-;*,dcU_ 
Mr 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Niehols 
Rooen 
Tr 
Oa 

Hondo 


CarsonW 


SE 


Mumf ord_ 

Mr. Harbo_ 

Mr. Starke_ 

Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Nease_ 

Mias Beaton_ 

Mi s;; (i-suidy_ 


Special Agent Minor in New York City has advised that the above- 
named Special Employee has been reclassified by his Draft Board in New 
York City and is now classified as 1-A. 


It will be recalled that Special Employee Kelly at the time he 
was employed in the Bureau was classified as 4-F because of a bad and 
defective cartilage ip his knee. According to Kelly, this resulted 
from a "football” knee. Apparently, either this condition has improved 
and somewhat cleared up or Selective Service has become les 3 particular 
with regard to defects of this kind. Mr. Minor desires to know just what 
action the Bureau wishes to take concerning this matter. 


ACTION 


. If it is desired to seek deferment^Jfor Special Employee Kelly, 
it is believed that Mr. Minor should be instructed to talk personally 
with the Board in order to find out just what action will be necessary 
in vi^w of the particular eircunstance^xnvolved in this_case«_ 

I^^ect fully, < 2 ^ ■ - 

^ (Jr 
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Vi* V/l*v 
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C. H. Carson 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
director ^ 



EE: 


•l 


Ifirticral SJurrau of Jlnurstigattnn 



Tolson 
E. A. Tamm,. 

Clegg_ 

Coffey,_ 


UnfteiJ states iBgpavtment of Zfustice 

JUaalimgtnn, 30. (E. 

December 6, 19^3 


MEMORANDUM FOB THE DIRECTOR: 

o- 

JOHN SIMS KELLY 


Mr. Glavin_ 

Mr. Ladd_ 

Mr. Nichols, 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tracy_ 

Ir. Aeers_ 

. Mr ■^ jB-a'r s on_ 
Mr. Harbo_ 

Mr. Hendon_ 

Mr. Mumford_ 
Mr. Starke_ 


Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 


Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Nease_ 

Miss Beahm 


W hile in Havana, Cuba I conferred with John Simms 
( Shipwreck) Kelly at his post of assignment in that city . 

Wien talking with him I learned that during the early part of Miss Gandy_ 

November, 19U3 Kelly had been r eclassified by his draft board 

from ItF to 1A and as a result of this reclassification is returning to ' '-' v - 

New York City for probable induction in the Army. 


It was discreetly ascertained from Kelly that .after he 
had been so reclassified there was some question as to whether or not the 
Bureau would request a deferment for him with his draft board. Kelly 
stated that he did not expect the Bureau to take such a step and was not 
at all surprised when the Bureau advised him that it would be necessary for 
t he Selective Service process to take its regular cours e.During this 
period Kelly stated that he had b een in Washington on two occasions and 
w anted, to see you in order to pay you his general respect s as he has not 
had a chance to talk with you since he became a Special Employee of the Bureau 
in June of 19lj.2. Kelly was at somewhat of a loss as to why on meeting you 
i n New York City casually on the street you asked him-.why he didn't drop 
.I n to see you when he was in Washing ton. . 


During this original contact with Kell; 
he was returning to New York City on November^'p, 
let me know his final status with the Selective ,Ser 



avana I learned that 
“ami^C~t^"drTiim"t'o 


1 Vj ■ "3 


ft 



On Saturday, December k f 1 9h3 I learhpd telephonically from the . 

New York SIS Office that Kelly had telephoned tnat office for me on several l) / 
occasions. In view of your absence from the city of Washington/I talked with 
Assistant Director Ladd and obtained clearance from ; hii^fto^^jp to New 
York City Saturday afternoon and return to Washington by 9 a.m. December 6, 1 9h3» 
Upon my arrival in New York I was able to get in toucfcuwith Kelly aind I had 
a long conference with him concerning his present Selective Semite status. 

Kelly advises that two or three doctors have alreadyytpld him that. 
hi s leg is in such poor condition that as soon as he received y arilHh i nfc like a 
^ Thorough medical examination in the United States Army he ..will receive a 
medical discharge. He e xpects to be called for inductionr/Qecetebeff -Il^ 19h3 * 

■ '-b. l ;' 












During the same conversation I discreetly ascertained that during 
the latter part of the week Kelly telephoned your office in Washington and 
requested a definite date when he could come to Washington and call upon you* 

It was d iscreetly ascertained that Kelly's only reason for desiring to.ta lk. 

w ith you is to pay his respects to you and tell you how he h a s en.ioyed jorking 
f or the Bureau since June, WIST * 

I as sured Kelly that in the event he receives a medical, 
d ischarge from the Army that the Bureau will want to make use of his services, 
a s'a Special Employee again either in Havana or in Mexico City, 

I am calling this to your attention as I believe you might be 
i nterested in Kelly’s present frame of mind which is that he is perfectly: 
r esigned to going into the Army and maintains a deep .admir a±iQn-j£a^yPM^LQd 
f or the Bureau . I am sure Kelly understood the Bureau’s position with 
respect to the Selective Service situation and bears no resentment toward 
the policy pursued at that time. 


Respectfully 



•* 2 — 
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JD:IIS 



Tolson 
E. A. Tamr^i 
Clogg_ 

Oof fey_ 
Glavin_ 

Ladd 


Imriug. the course of a conference which I had with 
the Director on December 16, 19k3 the Director inquired as to 
Kelly”'~^re'sent^’tatus’"and - 1 advised him of Kelly's telephone 
conversation"watif'me* of the ~sgjrie~7iate 'w herein Kelly stated that 
he~'nad' "bdeh~sTab's'iffecI as 1AL by his Draft Board and had been told that 
f or a ll practical purposes he was back in hF. I also told the Director 
that t^d^oarvon~Kelly a permit to leave the country to go to 
either Jlexico or Cuba. 


Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. _ 

Mr. Starke_ 

Mr. Quinn Tamm. 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Nense_ 

Miss Beahm_ 

Miss Gandy_ 


Nichols_ 

Rosen_ 

Tracy_ 

Carson_ 

Hendon_ 

Mum ford 
Harbo 


The Director stated that in the absence of anyone such as 
Kelly in Mexico the Bureau would not be obtaining the type of information 
which is of such interest to the Bureau concerning International Society 
and the like in Mexico City. He added that Havana, Cuba, while 
important, is much more easily covered by the regular Bureau Agents 
than is Mexico City. He stated, consequently, that he felt that Kelly 
w ould b est serve the Bureau on SIS by being_sent to Mexico Ci ty and i f the 
occasion arose where it woulcTbe necessary for the Bureau to use him in 
Havana.,,..Cuba_that_he could make such trips from Mexico City to Havana, Cuba 
for the purposes desired^ 


I am calling this to your attention so that you may.be advised 
as to the Director's point of view concerning the best point of assignment 
in the future. 


As you know Kelly has not been removed from The gjS rolls but 
i s onjumual leave so tha t all that is necessary to,,prepare .him. for his 
new assignment is the obtaining of leave slips frori'hi’n. * 



MHC 


^ ^ ' ■ >' • 

•\ Respectfully/ 


Jerome Doyle 


D't 




\ 


(l*NFGRMA5 l WEMffiM0RA^DUrvP r -"liCT"‘It)~!DTdd't,'L w rO--F±- 













Hew York, N. Y. 
January 8, 1944 



JDjEMC 


Director, FBI 
Attention: C. 



SPECIAL EMPLOYEE - SIS 


Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to the letter of the New York office dated 
December 23, 1943 concerning the above captioned individual. Since 
December 21, 1943, Mr, KELLY has been occupied in Ne\v York City preparing 
for his special assignment in Mexico, He has read the Mexican Monograph; 
has conferred with the officials of the Home Life Insurance Company; and 
has spent a great deal of time in an effort to obtain transportation from . ^ 
Hew York City to Miami, c >'*-**- ' 

He advised Mr. Jerome Doyle at Hew York that he was departing from 
New York on January 6, 1944 to Miami, Florida from where he would go to 
Havana, Cuba, complete his cover for going to Mexico City, and would call 
upon General Benitez while in Cuba, explaining to him that business called 
him to Mexico. Thereafter, he will return to New York City and will imme¬ 
diately depart by automobile for Mexioo City. 

Mr. Doyle made inquiry of Supervisor William Beaulieu at the Seat of 
Government as to whether or not it was desired that Mr. KELLY go to Washington 
for any possible training or instructions for this assignment. Subsequently 
Supervisor. Beaulieu advised that the Bureau did not desire to have Mr. KELLY 
journey to Washington for the above purpose; consequently, he be instructed 
by Mr. Doyle in New York City prior to his departure to Mexico to discreetly 
contact the Bureau’s Legal Attache in Mexico City soon after his arrival 
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New York, N.Y. 
December 23, 1943 



JDjEMC 


Director, FBI 
Attentions C. H. CARSO® 

REs 



JOHN SIMS KELLY 
SPECIAL EMPLOYEE - SIS 



<jy 


Dear Sir; 


In accordance with the instructions of the Director furnished 
Jerome Doyle on December 16, 1943, the Bureau is sending JOHN SIMS KELLY 
to MexLcer City on special assignment. Since December 1, 1943, Mr. KELLY 
has^be'ehln New York City on annual leave during which time he Has appeared 
before his draft board and has, due to physical incapacity, been re¬ 
classified to 1 AL. At the same time, Mr. KELLY received from his draft 
board a permit to leave the United States for travel in both Mexico and 
Cuba. 


Due to the uncertainty of Mr. KELLY* s induction into the Army, it 
was decided in early December not to request his resignation but to place 
him on annual leave awaiting the outcome of his appearance before the in¬ 
duction board. In view of the developments already described, it was not 
necessary to continue Mr. KELLY on annual leave after the close of business 
on December 20, 1943. 


Consequently, on December 21, 1943, Mr. Jerome Doyle of the New 
York SIS offioe, conferred with Mr. KELLY and discussed with him the manner 
in which he would be undercover in Mexico and various arrangements in 
New York City which Mr. KELLY would have to perfect, in order to insure a 
reliable cover for himself in Mexico. In addition, Mr. KELLY is from time 
to time reading the Mexican Monograph, a copy of whichcontained in the 
New York SIS office. At the time of Mr. Doyle’s conference with Mr. KELLY, 

annual leave slips were signed by Mr. KELLY for the period beginning ___ 

December 1 and ending December 20, 1943. -y v» -- , ^ //f 

.*» i rt? -s^iASza. 

1hile it is realized that the regulations CKj^the Bureau Hid not. ' t , l} 
this time permit more than two calendar weeks annual leave., it is-Helieved v 
that in view of the unusual circumstances surrounding Mr, KELLYf s case, \ that 
the attached leave slips will be acceptable to the Bureau, f $ ' r f ! ? ^ 'M# 


£ 
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RDA:LKH 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


/ 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. 




% 




JOHN SIMS "SHIPWRECK 11 P 
SPECIAL EMPLOYEE - SIS 


Mr. Tolson -U- * 
Mr. E. A. Tamm_ 

Mr. Clegg_ 

Mr. Coffey *! 

MrGlavin \f 
•MrrTTa~dy~ V.' N V - 
Mr. l^ip]@jlsjk__ 

Mr. Resell_ 

Mr. Tracy__ 

Mr. Acers_ 

Mr. Carson_ 

Mr. Harbo.__ 

Mr. Hendon_ 

Mr. Mumford_ 

Mr. Starke_ 

Mr. Quinn Tamm 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Nease_ 

Miss Beahm_ 

Miss Gandy_ 


BACKGROUND: 


It vri.ll be remembered that Special Employee Kelly was recalled 
from Cuba by his draft board which, after some consideration, placed him 
in classification 1-AL (deferred as being limited service) whereupon it 
was believed desirable to continue Kelly's employment in SIS. 

Mr. Kelly returned to New York City from Cuba where he has 
been closing out his affairs and home at that point on January 26, 1914; 
and is now^read y t o depart jcri.thin the _next four or five days for Mexico 
to continue his assignment. 

..rr-ir,i tt> n )W , ... j r— — 

Mr. , Kelly ,, h as -be en.be cupie d in Ne w York City preparing for his 
special assig nment and wild, go to Mex ico as a touri st \vit h his 'wife. The 
Bureau has expedited - Kelly's passport to him ancf'has provided gas ration 
stamps so that he may drive his automobile from New York City. In addition. 
Special Agent Jerome Doyle of the New York SIS Office has instructed Kelly 
as to the necessary contacts to be made in Mexico and has supervised his 
preparation for this assignment. 

Mr. D oyle will advise the Bureau as to t he t ravel _of Kelly when 
determi ned so tfiaiTThe CrvoilCttacHe aC Mexico" City may be apprised as 
to the situation:’ ~ 

- st£B U“ 11 

f\ Respectfully, •-toutO'i. "’-icn ... 

n p/ 

\ A* c * H * Carson (V l W#V'*7 

\f A tfh *.Vi >i*,? : ; 'v,S&TOJ 
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RDA:LKH 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


DATE FEBRUARY k, 19hk 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. 




RE: JOHN SIMS "SHIPWRECK" KELLI 
SPECIAL EMPLOYEE - SIS 


Mr. Tolson_ 

Mr. E. A. Tamm/ 

Mr. Clegg_ 

Mr. Coffey_ 

Mr. Glavij* —.. / 
Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Nichofs_ 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tracy_ 

Mr. Acers_ 

Mr. Carson_ 

Mr. Harbo_ 

Mr. Hendon_ 

Mr. Mumford_ 

Mr. Starke_ 

Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Nease_ 

Miss Beahm_ 

Miss Gandy _ 


TJe are advised that Special Employee Kelly has now 
received an additio nal defer mexi.t_fx.om his draft_board until. 
Harch_15>, 1914 ;. at which time, upon this employee^ app lication, 
a further renewa l will be forwarded to him by his draft board . 

Mr. Kelly will_depart f rom New Yo rk City via h is, 
personally-owned automobile for Mexico on Februar y 6, 1 9hh» 



(MEMORANDUM - $S2 TO BE SENT TO FILES SECTION) 








D:E C LAS S IF X CAT I OH AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 

I AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
;ATE 08-03-2016 BY: 336055T41 


JDsECB 


Director, FBI 
Attentions. R. D. 




•New York, N. Y.{" j >• * 
February 8, 1944T^-y 

Vy 

A,/ 

**n* M r* , * 1 » _ 



JOHN S. KELLY 
SPECIAL EMPLOYEE - SIS 


Dear Sir; 



Reference is made to the letter of the New York office dated 
December 23, 1943 and January 8, 1944 concerning the above cautioned 
individual• 

Please be advised that Mr. KELLY, following his last trijP%£f 5Z ' lJ ’ 
Havana, Cuba,_jreturned to New York City and completed arrangements to 
depariT“for~Mexico City on SIS assignment. "Whi le in New York City Mr. 
KELEY~ha"s made the acquaintance of several influentlal^Lexi’cans, including 
the president of the Bank of Mexico, whom he will contact upon arrival in 
Mexico City. In addition, Mr. KELLY has obtained from James A’. Farley a 
letter of introduction to tEe“United“States Ambassador Messersmith. 

Mr. KELLY is departing from New York City on the evening of 
February 8, T944 by plane for Charleston, S. C. Upon arrival in Charleston 
he will depart from that city with his wife by auto, and will drive to 
Florida, New Orleans and will enter Mexico at Lorado, Texas. Mr. KELLY 
and his wife will enter Mexico using tourist cards which are good for six 
months. KELLY will advise people he meets in Mexico City that he is still 
connected with the Home Insurance Company but is in Mexico in order to 
give his wife a chance to recover from a recent illness. He will also 
state he is making a study for post-war investments in Mexico and will 
make a general survey of future insurance businessman Mexico. 

a c 

Prior to Mr. KELLY’s departure it was ascertained that he desired 
any checks to be mailed to his secretary, Mrs. Emory Harrison, Room 2062, 

630 Fifth Avenue, New York City. fEe will continue to use the same mail 
drop and will sign his mail" in the same mannenp'ason his previous assignment 
He will also use the same cable address upon emerge.pey7* , TEaid~will^hattd'le“hi''SG 
own income tax. , f 




Mr. KELLY advised in the event of an emergency the Bureau should 
notify Mr. PERCY JOHNSTON, Chairman of the Board of] Directors of the _*■/£? 

Chemical Bank and Trust Company, 165 Broadway, New York-.CiW. Forthe 

• 2 ,' 
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Director, FBI 
JDsECB 


New York, i '*. Y. 
February 8, 1944 


further information of the Bureau, Mr. KELLY is carrying vrith him United 
States Passport #173 issued at Havana, Cuba. His draft status is 1AL and 
he has received permission from his draft board to be out of the United 
States until March 15, 1944, at -which time his draft board will notify 
him. Arrangements have been perfected in Hew York City so that KELLY* s 
secretary will contact the board to determine whether or not an additional 
permit will be issued. 

As the Bureau knows, KELLY is 33 years of age, is a graduate of the 
University of Kentucky where -he received his B.A. Degree, and has a 
language proficiency in English only. Mr. KELLY’s SIS number, his salary, 
grade and date of entrance on duty in the Bureau and in SIS are a matter of 
record at the Seat of Government* 

Prior to Mr. KELLY* s departure he turned over to Mr. Jerome Doyle 
three separate reports reflecting information on his last trip to Havana, 

Cuba. These reports are attached herewith. 

Mr. KELLY stated that his auto trip from Charleston to Mexico City 
will consume approximately five days, which will get him into Mexico City 
on the 15th of February. He and his wife will register at the Hotel 
Reforma in Mexico City. Kelfy^suggested that no one from the Bureau in 
Mexico City contact him for at least a week after his arrival. Mr. Doyle 
advised KELLY that Mr. Birch O’Heil or someone representing Mr. O’Neil 
will contact him in Mexico City, at which time he can begin to report 
information of interest to the Bureau. 

In view of the prominence of Mr. KELLY and.his wife it is suggested 
that the Bureau designate an assistant to Mr. G’Neil to be the Bureau’s 
contact’with Mr. KELLY inasmuch as Special Agent G’Neil is probably kiown 
to the management of the Hotel Reforma as the Bureau’s representative in 
Mexico City. In the event this suggestion meets, with the Bureau's approval 
it is believed that Special Agent F. B. Garvey, who is attached to the 
American Embassy in Mexico City, be a suitable contact with Mr. KELLY. 

It is further suggested that in order for the Bureau to obtain the 
full use of KELLY's abilities, he be kept acquainted with the entire situation 
by the Civil Attache’s office. With such background information KELLY will 
be in a far better position to evaluate and obtain information of interest 
to the Bureau. 


Very truly yours, 

£. 1 . C— 

E. E. COHROY 
SAC 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 



(DECODE OF DOUBLE CODE)CABLE NUMBER 509 FROM SIS NUMBER 247 
DATED(MARCH 4, 1944!AT MEXICO CITY. RECEIVED VIA STATE 
DEPARTMENT. 

JOHN i<ELLY, ADMINISTRATIVE. ,PLEASE ADVISE STATUS OF THIS MAN. 




If the intelligence contained in the above message is 
outsidethe Bureau,itissuggestedthatit be suitabl 
order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems. 
























FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT] 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

■DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FR( 
* FBI AUTQI.lli.TIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 08-09-2016 BY: J36J55T41 


JUSWc 


CGBnOENJIAl 


To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 


Transmit, the following .message to: Y. : 


(Jareh $ 9 19100 







Mr. Birch D„ O’Eaal 
fRm kmrlxtaa &Sbatty. 
Mexico, B. P* 


(code cable 

RE JOBS So SsLLX. REFERESCB 201® CABLE FITE ZERO HIHE.. THIS REPRESENTATIVE 
IS SPECIAL EMPLOYES WHO WILL WM UNDER COVER MEXICO CITT WITH HIS WIFE, WHO 
IS FORMER BRENDA FRAZIER. HE WILL BE OP PARTICULAR ASSISTANCE BJ OBTAINING 

• • . . T fc .._ i ' “ - • ’ ‘ 

UHUSUAL IHFOraJFATlOig IS HIGH SOCIAL CIRCLES AHD miZ OPERATE UNDER HIS QM 
COVER. DJFOHKATIQK OF TO SUBMITTED BY Htft SHOULD BE OP PARTICULAR VALUE 
•iso YOU TO KIB3P AlfBASSADOS IBFOHliEb. 


man* £ii^vviiw® 5 l ’ ,ISE * 


Mr. Tolaon 
Mr, E. A, Tamm 
Mr. Clegg 
Mr. Colicy 
Mr. aiarin 
Mr. Ladd 
Mr.Nicho 
Mr. Roicb 
Mr. Tracy 
Mr. Carcon 
Mr. Harbo 
Mr., HcndoD_ 

Mr. McGuire 
Mr,. Mum f ord 
Mr. Pinar 



® : 


"8478 



Mr, Quinn Tanun, 
Mr. Naas® . ~ 

Mis# Gandy 



Knooded by„„ r ^. 0 eks / 7 - / gT* S 

Gheoksd. 

* 11 ad b y ■'.. 


SENT VIA 




HrWft 

UlLk JL «• Per 2n K, ■ 






















Bareli 10, 19UU 


2&*. Birch 0, O'Keal 


m'nmmmC AIRPOUCH 


SIS HO, 357 


Dear Sir 


. the following..information' regardin g - SIS *30, ,357 - : ■ - la : 
furnished you for yo,ur confidential information, and inclusion in his field Per 
sonnel File; ?' ' \. r 


SIS HO. 357 


TITLE 


JtoQ 22, 19 k 2 


EOD BUREAU 


June 22, I9ti2 


©3800 


GRADE AND SALARY 


MARITAL STATUS 


OFFICE OF PREFERENCE 


LAST ASSIGNMENT 




EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS 


LANGUAGE'ABILITY 


Tolson 


CorrejT 
Clair in. 


Very truly yours 


MlchoteT 

Rosen 

Tracy*”"* 

Aoers 


1 fiarbo “ * 

Hendon_ 

1 \ Mmutorj f**’*'’"" 
I Starke ' 1 


John. Edgar Hoover 
Director 


CC-160 


% 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE^ 

ITED STATES DEPARTMENT declassificatiok mtphoi 

FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSII 
DATE. 08-09-2016 


DERIVED 

now cuir 



t&a?a*S^munications SECTION. 


Transmit the following message to: 


CADLSOHM! - ISMT^ . 

re sis imeb yft > asaco auiuhistilitivEo 


mm 29, 1914*3 A ' 

m* BIRCH D* 0*HEAL 
THE AMEBICAW EMBASSY 
.00, D« F« 



IN Vim OF THIS REPnE3SHTATIVE»S PiOULIAR POSITION, BHLIEVIiD HS CAR 
COOTIHUE TO FOSDTIOH 13 MEXICO 03031 TOURIST PI22HT, ABVX8E HE2 HE 

is bot seiko u/irmmwi at ms rrm 



Mr. Tolson 
Mr. E. A. Ta 
Mr. Clegg 
Mr. Coffey 
Mr. Glavin 
Mr . LaddH. 

Mr. Nichol 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Tracy 
Mr. Acers 
Mr. Carson 
Mr. Harbo 
Mr. Hendon 
Mr. Mumford, 
Mr. Starke, 

Mr. Quinn Tamm 
Mr. Nease 
Miss Gandy 


















DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICA 
□ATE 08-09-2016 BY 



JDsEMC 


Director, 



New York, N. Y. 
March E0, 1944 




RE: JOHN S. KELLY 

SPECIE EMPLOYEE 


Dear Siri 


Confirming the telephone conversation of Mr. Jerome Doyle with 
Supervisor R. D. Auerbach on March 18, 1944, please be advised that it has 
been noted by Mr. Doyle that Mrs. BRENDA FRASER KELLY is the granddaughter 
of LADY Y/IELIAMS-TAYLOR of Nassau, and as such, has been received by 
English society throughout the Latin American countries that she and her 
husband have visited. 


It is possible that KELLY and his wife, if sent to Argentina by the 
Bureau, could make inroads into the British Colony in Buenos Aires which 
numbers 50,000. In view of the strong position of the English in Argentina, 
it might be that KELLY could obtain information of extreme value to the 
Bureau in its SIS program. This suggestion vra.s made to Mr. Auerbach by 
Mr. Doyle and at his request, is being made a matter of formal record. 

Of course, the Bureau will bear in mind that this suggestion depends 
entirely upon the Bureau* s needs in the various Latin American countries as 
well as the attitude which KELLY* s draft board will take in New York City on 
or about April 1, 1944 when his case is reconsidered. At this point, KELLY 
is 1AL. and he has been verbally advised by his board that he will not he 



Op. 15 










JOHfJ EDGAR HpOVER 
DlFjlcTOR v > 


% 2 


Mr. ToIson 


? I Mr. 


E. AO Tamm 
Cle&j f X,j j_ 

Ladd 

NiciUls y 

Rosen _ 

Tracy _ 

Carson _ 

Coffey _ 

Harbo _ 

Hendon _ 

Kramer_ 

McGuire_ 

Piper _ 

Quinn Tamm 

le. Room_ 

. Nease__ 

ss Beahm_ 

3S Gandy _ 



RDAiLKH 


Jlteiirral Siurrm* nf Jnursttgattntt 
§tatrs Urpartmrnt nf Kusttrr 
3HJaaf|mgtnn, 59. <JL 

March 29, 19hk 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. L ArT f 


RE: JOHN SIMS ’'SHIPWRECK” KELLY 
SPECIAL EMPLOYEE - SIS 


f yU~~ 


BACKGROUND : _] 

\ 

Mr. and Mrs. Kelly are at the prese nt time functioning 
in. an undercover capacity at Mexico City under the use of a tourist 
permit^ 

DETAILS : 

It vri.ll be remembered that we a re,presently with drawing all 
und ercover personnel from Mexico who are utilizing tourist permits, due 
to the recent'border incident involving Agents of a domestic field office 
going into Mexico under such tourist permits.. 

Although Mr. Kelly is utilizing a tourist permit, hi s_t > articular 
situation_ in Mexico, in which he is of distinct value inasmuch as he has 
access’ to high degrees of Mexican society not normally susceptible to our 
personnel, plus the fact that he has his wife with him, lead us to believe 
that to retain Mr. Kelly in Mexico would not subject him to the same 
possibilities of being uncovered that our other personnel having tourist 
permits are subject to. 

It was thought that Perhaps Mr. Kelly and his wife could go 
to Argentina and function in the same capacity, due to the fact that Mrs. 
Kelly has the possibility of excellent contacts in Argentina. However, 
it is suggested that due to the_fact that Mr. Kelly’s draft board has 
pe rmit ted him to be outside the country only until April 1, 19Uii, when his 
casej/vill be reconsidered, we should let him continue to function in 
Mexico. /■ afofr—M-nii 

rv ‘v'"87-?< / 

In connection with the draft board proollir..—Doy-1 e--has*_A- 

advi sed t hat at this point Kelly is in a classification’ifA'dwn' as^-AL -(this... 
is for limited service) and that he.has been Mutually advised riSy^ his board _ 
FOgyiCTORY that he will not be inducted into the. Army. *r.i- r , 


M UNITED 
M STATES 
jf rlr SAVINGS 

M B0 ^ S 

h HIV STAMPS 
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FEBEtfA’ ’ /r\ 
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Memorandum for Mr. Ladd 


COMMENDATION: 


Tr> view of this situation* it is recommended that Mr. .Kelly 
be kept on his assignment at Mexico City. 

There is attached hereto_a s ugge sted cablegrajjuto Mexico 
advising the Legal Attache in^Ehis regard. 


ytjt 


<»•$ 


Respect: 






STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


% «► 

Office Memorandum • united states government 


JD:LKH 


MR. C. H. C 


DATE: April U> I 9 U 1 


FROM : JEROME DOYLE (Dictated telephonic ally from New York- 3:00 P.M. U-M+U) 


SUBJECT: JOHN S. "SHIFvJRECK” KELLY 


yC Mr. E. A. Tnmnrh. 

' Mr. CIe"g .. 


If J MrJCoFoy. 

r toT „ r 


, y\ ly VjjgfxjGir'rit 

X was telephonically advised b y Mrs._ Harrison, Secretly ton( Ir d 
John S. Kelly, that she had just received a long-distance phone call ; 
from Mr._Xelly that he had received a notice_ from his draft hoard to | ,. n 

report in N evr York City for "induetXon on April lpliU. Mr. Kelly Mr . 
askecTH-s secretary to tell his draft board that the earliest reservap., r _ f ^ hr 
tion he could obtain in Mexico was on April 8th .and that he would i*. ccr-on. 

arrive in New York‘about April 11 th or 12th. Mrs. Harrison advised Kr . 
his draft boarcTand it was apparently agreeable to the draft board. Mr . Mnr , & 


Kr* Id'melon. 


I/Tr. Miar'i'ord _ 


Mr. Jones.. 


Mr* Kelly likewise asked his secretary to notify me that I Mp . qumnTamm j| 

his draft board was calling him back. No request was made by Kelly i Mr . Nease _. 
for me to take any action. I am taking no action until I hear from jj Mjsg Gandy 

Kelly directly, at which time I will notify the Bureau of his present:. 

draft status. For the purpose of_the^record, Mr. Kell y 1 s l ocal_board .^— 
is Number 31, at 67'EasiT^tE^treet, New York City; 























CEClASSirXCATICM OTTSORm ^ m 

DATE 08 — 0i-201fr 


CUiirtmiriAL 


m* xsrc* 

EFIPSI^ T 
TRIE 3 S SI? 


oowp/iksd • ., 

f 55 Il'~i IW KXCE 5 ’ i? 
^\pr:r-v;;isE. 






(DECODE OF DOUBLE CODeI CABLE NUMBER 544 FROM SIS NUMBER 247 , 
uATED (APRIL 4, 19447 TAT MEXICO CITY. RECEIVED FROM THE STATE 
DEPARTMENT. 


J-$- K* l, f 


SIS 357, ADMINISTRATIVE. THIS REPRESENTATIVE ADVISES THAT HIS 
LOCAL BOARD NOTIFIED HIS SECRETARY IN NEW YORK THAT HE MUST 
REPORT FOR INDUCTI ON &PRI L M f SECRETARY HAD INSTRUCTIONS TOL$U 
NOTIFY NEW YORK SIS OFFICE AtfD NO DOUBT HAS. HE HAS RESERVATIONS 
TO HAVANA* DEPART! NG (APR IL b] IN ORDER TO SETTLE PERSONAL MATTERS •] 
WILL PROCEED IMMEDIATELY FROM THERE TO WASHINGTON AND NEW YORK. 
SERVICES HERE SATISFACTORY. IN ABSENCE OF IMMEDIATE CABLE OR 
TELEPHONE INSTRUCTIONS TO CONTRARY, HE WILL LEAVE AS SCHEDULED. 


NOTE: UNDERLINED COMMA OBTAINED FROM GARBLE. 

UNDERLINED WORD OMITTED FROM MESSAGE, ADDED BY THE (CODE ROOM 


(DECODED: EFTjfc>< 

MESSAGE NO. 8864^ 

f 4 - 5 - 44 nto( 


ei:JH a 

%s 


* * 


ds* 







I ^ 

' ^ 

> m 




IjOUli. 


Art 

L' // 5 - yz"\ 



If the intelligence contained in the above message is to h$}$!*&&Mpiha te c 
outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphfalid'^Lrf 
order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems. , 
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JD:EMC 


New York, 
April 19, 


N. Y 
1944 


Director, FBI 


RE: JOHN SIMS KELLY 

AIMINISTRATIVE - SIS 



Dear Sir: 


On April 19, 1944, Mr. JOHN SIMS KELLY, Special Employee of the SIS 
Division, conferred with. Mr. Jerome Doyle at New York City. The substance 
of the conference is of immediate interest to the Bureau and*is being called 
to its attention. These facts have already been outlined to Supervisor 
R. D. Auerbach at the Seat of Government telephonically and this letter is 
confirming that telephone conversation. 


Mr. KELLY advised that upon his arrival on special assignment in 
Mexico City in February 1944, he was approached by Mrs. LQUIS RILEY in 
Mexico City and she told him that she knew of his connections with the 
Bureau as she had been so advised by her husband, LOUIS RILEY III, a former 
Special Employee of the Bureau. Subsequently, in Acapulco, Mexico, Mrs. 

RILEY repeated this statement and was advised by Mr. KELLY that he had been 
connected with the Bureau but was no longer so connected. On both occasions, 
Mr. KELLY immediately told the Bureau* s Civil Attache of these conversations 
and prepared a memorandum outlining the conversations, -which was forwarded 
by the office of the Civil Attache in Mexico to the Seat of Government. 

Mr, KELLY added that it was his opinion that it is quite possible that 
Mrs. RILEY might advise any of her numerous close friends in Mexico of 
Mr. KELLY* s former employment by the Bureau and leave t he_pos.s lbLe»d.-mpres 
sion that Mr. KELLY still was a Bureau employee, •»-//'? :*? % 

I?IA fVjlfeffi! ^ ‘ — 

Mr. Doyle immediately took up the sub'jed-trTvi'ih ^iftotk'ELLY. as • 

possibilities of Mr. KELLY working on special assignment ^gy r ^he-’Bureau-^out¬ 
side of the Republic of Mexico because of the possible ij 
Mrs. LOUIS RILEY. Mr. KELLY stated that he was, of course, 
any place the Bureau desired to assign him on special asj^ _ ^ 

that he could offer one suggestion which was that severafEmor&hs ago 'Vhii’e 
Mr. K E L LY was in New York City, he was approached by Mr.’LAWRENCE ELY, who 
formerly lived in the same apartment building as Mr. KELLY. Mr. ELY is the 
head of the Reeves Sound Laboratories, 62 West 47th Street, New York City, 

LO 3-3900. This concern manufacturers radio equipment used by the Army and 
the Navy with particular reference to the installation of quartz crystal 
and since the outbreak of the war, have been constantly working on Government 
contracts. M r . ELY asked Mr. KELLY if he, Mr. KELLY, would go 


ft 













Director, FBI 
JDsEMC 


New York, N. Y 
April 19, 1944 


for the Reeves Sound Laboratories for the du^l purpose of conducting a 
survey to determine the feasibility of opening a local factory for the 
sound laboratories in Brazil and the possible purchase of a crystal mine in 
Brazil. The business reason behind this was to reduce costs of shipment of 
raw, uncut quartz from Brazil to the United States and thereby cutting down 
the basic manufacture costs of the equipment. Mr. ELY further advised that 
it was an essential war industry; that he knew Mr. KELLY was unable to get 
into the armed services because of his injured leg and that he, Mr. ELY, 
could obtain priorities for Mr. KELLY and his wife to go to Brazil for the 
reason already outlined. 

Mr. KELLY stated he felt that it was quite possible that at this 
time he could revive this proposition with Mr. ELY but upon the advice of 
Mr. Doyle, Mr. KELLY will not approach Mr. ELY until the Bureau gives the 
necessary clearance. 

With further respect to Mr. KELLY’S knowledge of Brazil, he states 
he knows GEORGE PRADO, a prominent citizen of Brazil, and that he, Mr. KELLY, 
has visited in Rio de Janeiro in the past and he is quite certain that through 
Mr. PRADO, he can quickly make the necessary social and other types of 
contact which would be of assistance to the Bureau in its coverage in Brazil. 

The substance of the foregoing informationms outlined to Supervisor 
Auerbach who requested that Mr. Doyle immediately furnish this to the Bureau 
in the form of a letter which is being done and it is further requested that 
the Bureau advise Mr. Doyle in New York City as soon as. possible as to 
whether Mr. KELLY*s suggestion is acceptable. Meanwhile, Mr. KELLY will 
not make any efforts to obtain a reissuance of his passport but will await 
the instructions of Mr. Doyle who, in turn, will be advised by the Bureau. 


Very truly yours. 




E. E. CONROY 
SAC . 






N. Y. 

1944 




Hew York, 
April 20, 


JD:EMC 


Director, FBI 


RE: 


Attention: 


JOHN sms KELLY 
AKSINISTRATIVE - SIS 



Dear Sir: 


Supplementing the letter of the New York office dated April 19, 1944 
in the above captioned matter, the following is being set out to clarify for 
the Bureau’s information the status of Special Employee JOHN SIMS KELL Y with 
the Selective Service. 


"While in Mexico D.F., KEELY received a wire from his local draft 
board in New York City instructing him to return to the United States for 
induction into the Armed Service by April 10, 1944. Due to transportation 
difficulties, KELLY did not arrive in New York City until April 14, 1944 at 
which time he immediately reported to the Secretary of his draft board. The 
draft board had been already advised of the possible delay of KELLY’s return 
due to transportation. 


Between the time that the draft board instructed KEELY to return to 
the United States for induction and the date of his actual arrival in New 
York City, the policies of the Selective Service System were changed radically 
throughout the United States, placing all emphasis on the early induction of 
men between the ages of 18 and 25. Consequently, when KEELY arrived in New 
ork City, his draft board did not desire him to report for induction but 
instructed him to await clarification of the general nolie-5 es nf Snl 
Service. —I 

On April 18, KELLY had a conference mWthe Chairman of his -Board.. * 
who stated that the Board would give him an indefinite) deferment beginning'' 
with one for a period of six months. However, on April 19 , 194%ndien KELEY* 
received a new permit to leave the United States, it walnut forrtwo months 
in duration. On calling this to the attention of the -Chairman *M hi*s ll&gtf- 1 
KELLY was advised that even though the permit wasConly dated for-hA W. 
5r r ^ tl0n * that xt would not be necessary for KELLY to return to the 
l t ? e ex P irati °n of that time but that through his secretary 

n New York City, he could get additional deferments. -- 
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Director, FBI 
JDjEMC 


New York, N. Y 
April 20, 1944 


The Bureau should note that in all his present dealings "with his 
local draft board, KELEY has made no efforts to obtain deferment because of 
■his employment by the Bureau. Deferments have been obtained because KELEY 
is over thirty years of age, and is classified as 1AL. This information is 
being set out so that the Bureau might see the general availability of KELLY 
for SIS assignment. 


Very truly yours. 







>_~-JOHN‘e£!GAR hoover 

DIRECTOR 



RJAsLKH 


BACKGROUND; 


% 



-j 


3te&eral Stareau of Imirsttgattmt 
llmtrti §latcs Department of Husttcc 
JUasIjmgtntt, 59. <JL 

APRIL 2h, ±9bk 


MEMORANDUM FOR 13. LADD 




RE; JOHN SB,® "SHIPWRECK" KELLY 


Mr. ToIson 

A. Tamni/ 

Clegg_ 

Mr. Coffey_ 

Mr. Glavin_ 

Mr. Ladd_ 

Mr. Nichols 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Tracy, 

Mr. A 
Mr. C 
Mr. H 

Mr. Hendon_ 

Mr. Mumford., 

Mr. Starke 



Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 
Tele. Roo m 

Mr. Nease_ 

Miss Beahm_ 

Miss Gandv 


You will remember that this Special Employee, who has been 
functioning under cover at Mexico City was returned to the United States 
due to a call from his draft board. 

DETAILS; 


The Bureau is now advised that Mr. Kelly has secured another 
. draf t deferment for an indefinite period, beginning with a permit to 
^_ leave the country for ljroRno nthsT "'The~Chairman of his local draft board 
has advabbRTTiHat'^KeBLy 1 s Secretary mil be able to get additional defer¬ 
ments from him if they are needed. 


Mr. Kelly states that he would_not be able to return to Mexico, 
inasmuch as during his previous stay inlfexice-dle’lmet a Mrs. Lems Riley, 
whose husband was formerly a Special Employee of the Bureau (he is now in 
the Army) and who was in training at the Seat of Government at the same 
time as Kelly. Mrs. Riley has been decidedly indiscreet in some of her 
statements in Mexico and it is not believed that Mr. Kelly should return 
to that country under cover, for fear that she may make additional comments 
and embarrass the Bureau by having Kelly uncovered. However, Kelly has 
advised that he has been approached by Mr. Lawrence Ely, head of th e Reeves... 
^oundJ[iahgc,?tnr:i.pn-o£BIg?^Qrh^wMgh,as~mxanJd^o-turing- radin^equipnent for 
the Army and Navy. Ur. Kelly has asked Kelly if he could go to Brazil for the 


Ely Laboratories for the dual purpose of conducting *w^trriTey"to“3etermine 
the feasibility of opening a local factory for the sound laboratories in 
Brazil and the possible our chase of a crystal mine^to-, p,e,d]ice costs of ship- 

* £ rvV y. w . <" ■ . . - . 


nent to the company. 

Ely has advised that he knows Kelli’s physic; 
that he could not enter the Armed Forces and that inas 
an essential war industry, he can obtain priorities fo: 
Kelly to go to Brazil. 





.on is sucla 
as his business 
’ both li^gnd lire. 



i 









Memorandum for Mr. Ladd 


Mr* Kelly has been in Brasil in the past and it is Hr. Doyle T s 
belief that Kelly can make the necessary social and political contacts 
which would be of assistance to the Bureau and its coverage in Brazil. 

P.BCOI 1'DKDATICN : 

It is recommended that Mr. Kelly be processed with this cover and 
be sent to Brazil. 


Respectfully, 


jars on l/[ 

{John 


C. H. Gar; 
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JDjEMC 


Director, FBI 
Attention: GEORGE HAEL 


New York, N. Y. 



Dear Sir: 


Since Special Employee John S. Kelly has returned from his recent 
assignment in Mexico City, he inquired of Mr. Jerome Doyle of the New York 
SIS office whether or not he could be reimbursed for monies advanced by him 
for transportation purposes between. Cuba, Mexico and New York on official 
business. 


Mr. Doyle obtained a memorandum from Mr. Kelly which reflects ten 
such items, stretching over a period from September 20, 1943 to April 12, 1944, 
costing a total of $885.35. By way of explanation, Mr. Kelly stated that on 
September 20, 1943, he proceeded from Cuba to Mexico City on official business 
in order to accompany General BENITEZ who was making a trip to Mexico City. 
Kelly further advised that on September 27, 1943, he proceeded from Mexico 
City to Ne\v York City on official business in order to prepare appropriate 
reports of information ascertained by him while in Mexico with General BENITEZ. 
This information was of such a nature, it was not felt advisable to forward 
it in written form from Mexico to Washington. 


Mr. Kelly stated further that on October 4, 1943, he made a round 
trip from New York to Washington in order to confer -with officials of the 
Bureau relative to his Selective Service status. He stated that on 
October 26, 1943, he travelled from New Yorte^o Havana, Cuba on official 
business to clear up all his contacts and be ready to return to New York 
for induction into the Army. On November^26, 1943. Mr. ^ellv r eturned from— ( 
Havana to New York in order to be induct^. 0 ^ 

Subsequent to November 26, 1943, Selectivp'jS-je^lce authorities in... I 
New York decided it was not neoessary to draft Mr,* Kelly .so he was ordered,^ ' 
to return to Havana on official business. On-5&p.uary > *§, 1944,^ he proceeded 
to Havana and on Bureau instructions, he retuS^^d fr ^m'^Havana to New York’ 

City on January 22, 1944 for re-assignment.,. ^ ! -4 JUi'i *£ 1944 

0 . _ y££i®T*V J. " 
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Director, FBI 
JD:EMC 


Hew York, N. Y. 
May 12, 1944 


On February 8, 1944, Mr. Kelly proceeded from New York to Mexico 
City which whs his new post of assignment. Finally, on April 12, 1944, he 
returned from Mexico to New York City in order to prepare for additional 
re-assignment to Brazil. 

Mr. Kelly advised that he does not have the used tickets but that 
his travel in all of the above instances is a matter of record with Eastern 
Air bines. Pan American Airways, and the Airline Services in Cuba and Mexico 
The memorandum prepared by Mr. Kelly is attached hereto. 


Very truly yours. 


E. E. CONROY 
. SAC 


P 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FRC 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 08-09-2016 BY: 336355T41 



WHS/7, 


.w* „ -..J®. mam j. bradlei 

■ *• YHS.MEEICAH WM3SX 




bxo be junsno, $k?xl 

, 0 : . ‘ : /.psp 

rb jokh s mis , special antes* thib mpwm , m s um 

-.• • .'••. Y* . ■ * * • A/- 

B8SHM FRAZIER, KILL ARRIVE RIO (jUHS 12J HE TOD COmC? SjfepIC (X 

LEAt-S SKCtlLD B£ QIVW KBl AllB HE 5H3UISJ 3|i tREftEfJ) AS ASS’ IJRDERColtei M&fi. 


i^OUS' AS&IQ&UktJT i&VAM dUCCKSOmLY COVTTiBS SOCIAL, POLITICAL,, MD 


E«<&JC FIELDS. 


■RI3PHIW a S r.rrtf •>> . ‘ 

c/niSiLv w(i» ■". . 

W/TKr® SWwi? v ^ 
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", ?<• 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FRCW: Jt 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE ■*' 
DATE QS-DS-2016 BY; J36UE5T41 

ifletteral iBuvstivt of Jlttueattsaftoti 
ISnltoSt §tatea Bepartmertt of Ifusticn 
JHasfjmgtnn, B. 

June 1U, 19UU !\ 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. D. M. LAD£m 


RE: John S. Kelly 

Special Employee - SIS No. 35>7 
EOD Bureau - June 22, 19h2 
EOD SIS - June 22, 19^2 
Grade & Salary - CAE-11, $3800 

Mr. John S. Kelly left New York City on June 7, 19U* en 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil for special assignment. He will arrive 
Janeiro about June 13, 19l|lu Mr. Kelly is a Special Employee, 



route to 
at Rio de 


Mr. ToIson „ 

Mr. E. A. Tammy 
Mr. Clegg 
Mr. Coffey^^gjf 
M|. Glavinjf____ 

•Mr. Ladd__ 

Mr. Nichols__ 

Mr. Rosen__ 

Mr. Tracy__ 

Mr. Acers , 

Mr. Carson_ 

Mr. Harbo_ 

Mr. Hendon_ 

Mr. Mumf ord 
Mr. Starke 
Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 
Tele. Roo m 

Mr. Nease_ 

Misa Beahm_ 

Miss Gandy_ 


Mr. Kelly is traveling to Rio de Janeiro as a representative of the Graham 
Paige Motor Company for whom he will conduct a survey for the president of that 
company of the possibility of building a .factory in that c ountry. iHe will 
communicate with the Bureau through the post office box -of Box 

olih. Grand. Central Annex, New York City and he will sign his communications 
"Snake.‘MMA 


Mr. Kelly requests that all SIS salary checks be forwarded to Miss 
Ruth Harrison, c/o J. S. Kelly, 630 Fifth Avenue, New York City. He is 
traveling on passport #173 and has the Selective Service classification of 1AL. 

Mr. Kelly stated that in the event of an emergency, Mr. Percy H. 
Johnston, Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Chemical Bank and Trust 
Company, 165 Broadway, New York City who is Mr. Kelly's legal guardian, should 
be notified. 

S-VTTJ rIIQ - xCEF55 Respectfully, 


CiDCi'.!. X/W 


C. H. Carson 
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RETURN DIRECTLY TO SIS FILES 
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JDiEMC 


Director, FBI 


New York, N* Y. 
June 21, 1944 



RE: JOHN "SHIPWRECK" KELLY 
SPECIAL MPEGYEE - SIS - 

/ 


Dear Sir: 


Attached you will find a clipping of an article which appeared 
in the New York JOURNAL-AMERICAN on Sunday, June 11, 1944. The article 
appeared in the Society pages of the above named paper. 

It is being called to the Bureau* s attention in view of the fact 
that it indicates that the many trips of Mr., and Mrs. JOHN S. KELLY to 
various Latin American countries on behalf of the Bureau* s SIS program are 
the cause of comment on the part of various New York columnists. The Bureau 
will note, however, that there is no indication that any of these trips were 
taken on behalf of any Government agency. 

When the attached article appeared in the New York JGURNAL-AMERICAN, 
Mr. and Mrs. KELLY had already left the United States on SIS assignment. 
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T HE' RESTLESSNESS thati 
seems to dominate the 
lives of Brenda Erazier Kelly 
and her husband, “Ship” 
Kelly, has now sped .them to¬ 
ward. Rio de Janeiro,, where- 
•the No. 1 Glamor Girl and 
her ex-football hero husband' 
•$ian to'spend several months,. 
Which means we’ll probably 
be hearing reports that the 
Kellys are looking to buy a 
house in Brazil, just as they 
tvere reported buying in 
Mexico, Cuba and Miami 
Beach, •. It appears unlikely,' 6 
however, that Brenda would 
purchase a /Villa iri. Miami 
Beach, for she already owns- 
a large house in Palm Beach, 
jiist a few miles north of 
Miami — .and despite her 
wealth, Brenda is not given 
to spending money thought-, 
lessly or extravagantly. She 
hasn’t occupied the Palm 
Beach house for years-. •—: an 
indication that she cares 
nothing for life as lived by 
0 idle rich along the Gold 
Coast. Pop; that matter, 
Brenda, despite the great ac¬ 
claim accorded, her as the 
outstanding. debutante in 
society, cares little for society, 
s anyway, She’s a pretty sen¬ 


sible; down-to-earth person 
1 —which makes one wonder 
£ the more why she and “Ship” 
don’t settle down permanent¬ 
ly in-one sp ot. _ __ j 


NEW YORK JOURNAL-AMERICAN 
June I!* 1944 
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ENCLOSURE 








fJOHN S* KELLY 

mi 

SOD SIS 

Arrived Rio de Janeiro 
Offices of Preference 


Special' Employee 
June,. 19^' 

June, 1942f 
June 13* 

Hone 


Legal Attache Bradley 

This employe© arrived in Rio very recently and, as 
yet, I am unable to comment upon his investigative 
ability. To date, however, he has demonstrated facility 
for. contacting and getting on a friendly basis with 
important Brazilian and social groups in Rio. He dresses 
well, presents a mature appearance, and is enthusiastic 

about his work. _^ — — 

,-n 

Inspector Gurnea 

This Special Employee is, of course, well known to the Bureau. 

Due to his personal background and his wife's social prestige, he has 
an entree to the highest of social end political circles. Although he 
and his wife hove entertained and have been entertained by large numbers 
of influential people in Bio, he does not have a particularly good 
grasp of chat the Bureau is attempting to obtain fit foreign countries* 

X discussed this with him at length during the interview. X also in¬ 
structed legal attach4 Bradley to assign h im specific political and 
diplomatic work of a nature that a aaa of his qualifications is in a 
position to handle. X feel that this employee can $eof particular 
service to tho Bureau in the SIS field but bib activities must be care¬ 
fully guided. 


Inspection Report 
Rio de Janeiro Office 
July 23, 

Inspector Gurnea 




STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


% % 

Office Memorandum • united states government 

DATE: 10/17/44 11 ' 1 


TO 

FROift : 
SUBJECT: 


Mr. Ladd ^ 

r £ 

C. H. Carson^/^ 

John Simms Kelly - Special Baployee 


BACKGROUND; 

It will be recalled that the above Special Snployee recently re¬ 
turned to New York City following an undercover assignment in Brazil of 
approximately four months duration. 


DETAILS: 

Mr. Kelly has advised Special Agent Jerome Doyle in New York City that 
while he is perfectly willing to return to Rio de Janeiro if the Bureau so de¬ 
sires, there is little work for him there, as political activity is his most 
fertile field, and all elections have been suspended in Brazil for the duration 
of the war# Kelly has informed Agent Doyle that he is perfectly vailing to go 
anywhere on assignment that the Bureau wishes. 


Mr. Doyl e has poi nted ou t that Ke lly has good entree._into_British 
circles through connections of his wife, the former Brenda Frazier, with the 
British nobility, and in both Cuba and Brazil obtained information regarding 
British activities. Mr. Doyle has sugg ested th at _Kelly_.be.. as signed to Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, stating that the British activities in that country are of 
great int e rest to the Bureau. Mr. Doyle has also pointed out that Kelly could, 
inwall probability, furnish information regarding members of the international 
set, in some of whom the Bureau is interested, such as Merry Fahrney, and Fritz 
Mandl, Hedy Lamarr’s ex-husband. 




T7e are of the op inion that K ell y’s usef ulness in Argentina_or Brazil 
is doubtful and fee3Tthat‘'he has been of no great benefit to the .Bureau since 
he was assigned to HavanaT, ^Cuba^where,~ through his contacts, he was undoubtedly 
of great assistance to the Office of the Legal Attache. It is_believed that if 
Kelly is to be retained on the Bureau’s rolls, arrangements should be made for 
his reashIgnmant _ to Havana. .. ^ -'O'' 1 '* 



RECOMMENDATION: - (\V*,V '■ 

1 J V . , 7 ly 4 

It is recommended that Special Agent Jerome Doyle in New’York^b^in¬ 
structed to ascertain from Kelly whether he could satisfactorily return to Havana, 
Cuba at this time and, if so, to instruct him to make immediate preparations to 
proceed there on assignment. ' 
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v ised J}ha± „when.-he.,and -Brenda grazer were 
returj 3 lng_£r om Brazil, Kelly—in order to 
ascertain her attitude towards his work for 
the Bureau- -said, t o her that perhaps _itjwould 
be a g ood idea now that th® wa r wa s almost 
over for^Jiim tp_r e sign_Ms_po.si.tl.on with the 
Bureau arid get himself a job. 


Kelly advised that he was ple.as- 
antlx^eurpxi.sejd__by_hls. wife.».s..reacti_on,_ when 
she^ald™that_Jie_owed. it. to. his _country__and 
to the Bureau to stay on his _assignment*juntil 
the Director personally told him that Jais 
assTstance'was. no longer needed. 
















New York, New York 
November 20, 1944 


JD:MJC f ' 


MEMORANDUM FOR C. H. CARSON 


RE; JOHN S. KELLY 

SPECIAL EMPLOYEE 


The attached clipping appeared in the New York Post on November 
20, 1944. Mr. JOHN S. KELLY, Speoial Employee of the SIS Division, advised 
the writer that he knew nothing of the proposed appointment but that it 
probably arose from a conversation he had with Mr. ED FLYNN one evening in 
the Morocco restaurant while entertaining the daughter of the ^President of 
the Dominioan Republic. 



Attachment 













By CORNELIUS VANDERBILT] 
l New York’s 400 are discussing' 
t'ihe current rumor that Shipwreck 
1 Kelly and his glamour gal wife, 
Brenda Frazier, are about,to be 
named. U, S. envoys to the Domin¬ 
ican Republic. In El Morocco the 
other night the manner in which 
former Democratic chief E®- 
Flynn .greeted Shipwreck added 
to the gathering talk. As Domin- _ 
ican Minister Flor Trujillo, whose 
dad Is President of the Central* 
American country, and--her new 
husband were effusive in toasting 
Ed, the smart set was sure _ the 
story was correct. With- Ed their" 
dentally were Mayor Kelly of- 
f Chicago and his charming wife, 
r and singer -Morton Downey. 

It was a distinguished week-, 

. end for what’s left of Cafe So- 
1 ciety as. it poured in and- gut ox 
the Stork and El Morocco. At the 
latter there were Ray Bolger and 
Meyer Davis, each showing on . 
jtiis own type of tango. 

Also Model Babs Beckwith ir ,- 
black ostrich plumes and Nm 
and Orson Munn waltzing tc 
gether ... Jimmy Bryant andhic 
new bride, he in civvies ... Chic 
Adrienne Ames in "a dress cow 
. ered with black» sequins,. and 

1 Johnny Myers with Helen Lipsey, 
quite easily the latest sensation- 
ai baby movie star. - . ■ 

There- were Newporter Shet- : 
field Cowles,.- son Vf the .great j 
admiral' from World War I> and I 
Fredrica Nicholson, the Raleigh i 
belle, with her distinguished ! 
naval- husband, and chanteuse j 
Ann Keis with young Sailing ; 
Baruch Jr. .. 

There were the Jack Astors 
and the. Robert Goelets an*; 
Maggi Johnson with Egyptian 
fashion .plate Ely Eilie and. strikf 
1 ing-lookirig. Marian Oates Leiterl 
daughter-in-law of the Joe Lew 
J' ters, just up from Washington, 
i and Gwen Cafritz, wife of the 
v well-known D. C. 'realtor. 


HEW YORK SDH 
November 20, 1944 
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Brenda Kelly 


Broadway Beat 

J OHN SULLIVAN, now assistant Secretary of the Treasury, will 
be the next Undersecretary of the Navy .. . Will Clayton, of 
the surplus property setup, will succeed Leo Crowley as head 
of the Federal Economic Administration . . . Henry J. Kaiser was 
offered the Secretary of Labor post, but declined 
*f* , in favor of something resembling an ambassador- 

WMf' "• ship later on . . . Dr. Herbert Feis, formerly of , 

- \,&m the State Department, will be made economic' 

adviser to the War Department . . . Herbert 
' Brownell, chairman of the Republican National 

** 'f- I Committee, will return to his law practice, de- 

spite protestations from Thomas E. Dewey . . . 
"y For the Straws in the Wind Dept.: From this 

1 • column November 13, “Donald Nelson will be 

H'v'Sv' groomed for a role similar to that, now occu- 

Pied by Harry Hopkins in the White House 
setup.” The headlines November 21: “F.D. R. 
raises Nelson to Cabinet rank as his personal 
envoy.” 

-j 

Brenda Kelly HHHE Hazel Scott-Rev. Adam Clayton Powell 
cause celebre, now rocking Broadway and 
Harlem, really will become a live issue about the time the new 
Congress convenes . . . Mr. and Mrs. Roosevelt and the troops 
who are guarding Hyde Park will get a “command performance” 
a week from Sunday by Pearl Baily, New York’s latest colored 
singing find; the Bernard Brothers and Dean Murphy ... Paulette 
Goddard is taking ballet lessons in Hollywood, in case you care... 
John "Shipwreck” Kelly, Brenda Frazier’s, .spouse, is going to 
S88tTr — America"^§*~an — automobile representative, not to "Santo_ 
,DomingiS"a'£rVdiplomatic"envoy,~as~rumored . . . Jerry Wald'may 
iravE-maJrred"Peggy~Bllis-in-Tcunpa> Fla., as printed elsewhere, 
but if so it’s news to Tampa officials . . . Radio Row hears that 
the Information Please sponsors would be just as happy if one 
of their mouthpieces resigned now, instead of waiting to be 
eased out. 

G RETA GARBO is having her freckles removed at a Fifth Avenue 
beauty salon ... Katharine Hepburn and Spencer Tracy, who’ll 
be reunited in "Without Love,” are both taking piano lessons from 
Jose Iturbi . . . Russell Swann, the mad magician at the Cotillion 
Room, has renamed his prop rabbit, Harvey jr. . . . Bunty Pendle¬ 
ton, who used to go with the lease at Cafe Trouville, has taken 
over Spivy’s roof while the Chatelaine is away on a tour .. . Song 
Writer Sammy Cahn is substituting for Comedian Eddie Davis, out 
of the cast of “Glad To See You” because of a broken shoulder, and 
Bert Lahr, who witnessed his performance in Philadelphia, opines 
that Sammy missed his calling . . . It’s a toss-up between Celeste 
Holm, originally of "Oklahoma,” and Edna Skinner, who replaced 
her in “Oklahoma,” as to who gets the title role in “Cluny Brown,” 
the movie, in case Jennifer Jones isn’t available. 

« 

P ARAMOUNT is the first American movie outfit to get set up 
again in Spain, as Paramount de Espana ... The uproar about * 
American military men getting back into business in Paris started 
(according to a story about to break) when GI’s marching into the 
French capital were greeted by large billboards put up by Hart 
Schaffner and Marx reading “Congratulations On A Job Well Done.” 

. . . Our M.P.’s are really cementing British-American relations in 
London by learning the ins and outs of that complex city better 
than the Londoners know ’em . . . The Treaty of Versailles is no 
longer in Versailles, or Paris either. The Nazis took it with them as 
a souvenir ... One of the big aviation plants has installed a branch 
in Birmingham Hospital, Alabama, where bedridden vets are paid 
up to $1 an hour for assembling work ... Rumors persist here that 
the War Department will shortly take over all interstate transpor¬ 
tation. 

L AURENCE STALLINGS’ newest opus, “The Streets Are Guarded,” 
is as different from “What Price Glory” as World War I is 
different from World War II, but no play about this war has been 
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBEE 22. 


- By George Clark 
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^Bpet^of^bime^J^oka Jike^wp/Jl | Other busses. /... 32.0 other buss 


a. pet.^ like we’ll 

Thanksgiving after _ alir’“~™~ 


3-Star General; 
> Also Promoted 


aytLeavenworth, Kans.; Kendall J. 
D. Fielder, Cedartown, Ga.; Francis 
r e A. March HI, Easton, Pa.; Lewis 
’ T. Ross, Gary, Ind.; .William A. 
Barron jr., Wellesley Farms, 
Mass.; Charles F. Colson, Charles¬ 
ton, S. C.; Hally G. Maddox, Cen¬ 
tral City, Ky. 

■be Baltimorean on List 

j Edmund C. Lynch, Carrizo 
, Springs, Texas; Neal H. McKay, 
jy. Troup, Texas; Robert W. Wilson, 
, ’ Harrisburg, Pa.; L. Kemper Wil¬ 
liams, New Orleans; John H. Col* 
f her, Roswell, N. M.; Ralph J. 
:1 ‘ Canine, Terre Haute, Ind.; Wayne 
* C. Smith, St. Joseph, Mo.; Clyde 
r Massey, Brownsville, Texas; John 
' s P. Doyle, Baltimore; Francis A. 
e Englehart, Bennington, Vt.; Bruce 
C. Clarke, Buffalo, N.'Y.; Emil 
s Lenzner, Chicago; Leroy H. Wat- 
l son, Fort Leavenworth, Kans.; Os- 
1 car N. Solbert, Rochester, N. Y.; 
■ James C. Marshall, Plattsburg, 
; Mo.; Robinson E. Duff, Wolcott, 
Ind.; William A. Collier, Arling- 


OveraiPaVfef&ge- 


©ver&Ussi?,' 


Of course people with automobi 
■edge on all other kinds of travelers 
who live within short walking dish 
work, but the above table shows p 
just how poor an edge it is as comp 
cost. And it doesn’t begin to refl 
lem of finding parking places. 

T HE present transit system of thi 
a whole is actually nothing but 
bination of three independent coi 
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( John Lias T ' hlpwreok" Kelly j 

.. John Ki- Kelly was"~eoployo d by the Bureau a6 a Special ploys© In 
June of 1942. aa the ensuing twenty-oight months, Mr. K3LLY, together with 



his wife, BBELLA FRASER KELLY, have aarrieAf\outv confidential assignments in 
Cuba, Mexico, Brazil and fet, tS^i^'Olnie of the^yiting of this memorandum, are 
preparing to journey to Argentina on a confidential assignment. 

The worth of Mr. KELLY'a services to the bureau is self-evident vheh 
the length of his services is considered. At great personal expense, far 
above any remuneration he has received from the Bureau, Mr. KELLY has been 
able to cultivate persons in the countries to which ho has been assigned of 
a typo generally unavailable to the Bureau's ordinary LIS Agent. By his. 
employment with the Bureau on Mr. KELLY has out his own personal income 
to a point where it is now almost negligible. 


In addition to the monetary sacrifice undergone by Mr. KELLY, 
due to hi8 prominence in social olrolee in New York City, he has been forced 
to suffer personal insult from a variety of people who do not realize the 
service he is rendering the Bureau and the country in the present war. In 
the past two and one-half years, Mr. KELLY, on several occasions, has turned 
dawn the opportunity of obtaining a "soft commission" in the United States 
Army. These commissions have beon assured bin by various high officers in 
the Amy. ' - 

3rt— irs- bol i ovod t h e -- B ucoau-e t t o u Id aloo b &-awa^e-af^Mte-fftet-trhat ' 
the early Fall of 1943, Mr. KELLY suffered a personal tragedy because of 
his Buroau assignment. His wife had her second miscarriage which was un¬ 
doubtedly precipitated by the necessity to travel, whloh necessity arose 
from her husband's Bureau assignment. 

In view of the foregoing, it is strongly reooamonded that f-ir* KcLLY 
, receive the highest recognition possible from the Bureau for his war service. 
| In addition, it is suggested that in view of the constant aid and assistance 
1 furnished by Mrs. KELLY to her husband throughout this entire period which 
strengthened his cover in the eyes of strangers, all of which aid was done 
by Mrs. KELLY gratuitously, voluntarily and patriotically, it is believed 
that she likewise should receive some sort of recognition from the Bureau at 
the close of the war. 







JDjEMC 


New York, N. Y. 
January 5, 1945 


Director, FBI 


RE: JOHN SUMS 


as -kel: 


Attention: 




®RGE HALL 


iEY 


/' 


SPECIAL EMPLOYEE - SIS 


Dear Sir: 


Special Employee John S. Kelly is finishing arrangements in New 
York City to depart on special assignment to Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

Mr. Kelly's cover in this assignment will be the Graham Paige Motor Com¬ 
pany of Detroit, Michigan. Mr. Kelly has had a number of conferences with 
the President of this corporation in preparation for his assignment. In 
addition, either directly or through his wife, Mrs. BRENDA FRASER KELLY, 
he has obtained letters of introduction to various prominent persons in 
Argentine and British social circles in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

Mr. Kelly is presently scheduled to leave New York City on or about 
January 10, 1945 by plane via the West Coast of Latin America. He has obtained 
alternative reservations on the Argentine Steamship Lines which leave from 
New Orleans, La. on January 25. It is his intention to travel by boat to 
Lima, Peru and from there by plane to Buenos Aires, in the event that his 
January 10 plane reservations are cancelled. 


Jerome Doyle of the New York SIS office has had a series of con¬ 
ferences with John Kelly discussing his prospective assignment and details 
concerning this assignment. It was decided that in view of the internal 
situation in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Kelly should make no efforts to contact 
Bureau representatives in that pity upon his arrival. He will register at 
the Hotel Plaza with his wife and two weeks after the date of his registra¬ 
tion at that hotel, contact should be made with Kelly by representatives of 
the Legal Attache at Buenos Aires by telephoning him at the Hotel Plaza and 
stating that "Mr. Jerome is calling," and then making preliminary arrangements 
to meet Kelly at some satisfactory place. Thereafter**-,contacts between Kelly 
and representatives of the Legal Attache can be psi^fedted in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina. 0 

1 . ' 

Until Mr. Kelly receives speci'ficVinstructions frpmXthe. Legal 
Attache in Buenos Aires, it is his intention to circulate amphg\Argentine 
and British social circles in that city and make as many acquair^ancess as,.,,, 
possible. Thereafter, he will provide the Legal Attache with';theiidentities: 
of his contacts so that the most effective use possible- can be made ( odf the 

contacts by the Legal Attache in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
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Director, FBI 
JD:EMC 


New York, N. Y. 
January 5, 1945 


The foregoing is being brought to the attention of the Bureau 
so that they may advise the office of the Legal Attache in Buenos Aires 
appropriately and discreetly. 


Very truly yours, 

2 . 


E. E. CGNBOY 
SAC 














GWHjmgr 



DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FRCM: 

^DATEOS-L,-,,, ^ ^ 

^ RADIOGRAM -(dlPHSR PADW (ternary 9, 19451 
j> ROt TINE — 
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*. ? Mi? FRANCIS K. CROSBY 
• THE AMERICAN EMBASSY 

... BUENOS AIRS3, ARGENTINA 


JOHN SUiMoiiELLY, SPECIAL EMPLOYEE, WITH WIFE, BRENDA FRASER KELLY, WILL LEAVE 


MIAMI BY PAN AMERICAN(JANUARY 10/EN ROUTE BUENOS AIRES VIA WEST COAST FOR 


UNDERCOVER ASSIGNMENT. UPON ARRIVAL BUENOS AIRES, KELLY WILL REGISTER HOTEL 


PLAZA. REGISTRATION SHOULD BE WATCHED AND TWO WEEKS AFTER DATE OF REGISTRATION 


SHOULD BE CONTACTED BY TELEPHONE AT HOTEL PLA_ZA> •PERSON .CALLING SHOULD IDENTIFY 

• . 


'HIMSELF "MR. JI310ME IS.CALLING”• 
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FROM 


DO-7 


OFFICE OF DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


OFFICIAL INDICATED BELOW BY/CHECK MARK 


Mr. To Is on...jA ( 

Mr. E. A. Tamm _ ( ^ 

Mr. Clegg _ ( ) 

Mr.. Coffey _ ( ) 

Mr, Glavin _ ( ) 

Mr. Ladd L_I__ (*< 

Mr. Nichols _ ( ) 

Mr. Rosen_( ) 

Mr. Tracy_ ( T 

Mr. Carson_( 

Mr. Egan _ ( } s 

Mr. -Hendon _ ( ) 

Mr. Penningtpn _ ( ) 

Mr. Quinn Tamm . ( ) 

Mr. Nease _._ ( ) 

Miss Gandy _ ( ) 

See Me _ ( ) 

Note and Return_( ) 

Remarks: 




















UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Office Memorandum 


TiHBjneysmle 

to * Mr. D. M. Ladd 

from : c. H. Carson 


subject: John Sinsns Kelly 

Special Employee 
EOD Bureau June 2id, 1942 
Age: 34 



i >• 


BACKGROUND: 



Mr. Kenuon 


Mr. Penr.Xii ;ton 
Mr. Quinn Tamm" 

Tele. Room_* 

Mr. Nease_ 

Miss Beah m 
Miss Gandy_ 


Tou -will recall that S pecial Em ployee John Slums Kelly entered on duty 
with' the Bureau on June 22, 1942; was sent to Havana,~Cuba, on July 2, 1942; 
transferred to Mexico 'City, D.F., on February 8, 1944; to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 
on June 13, 1944; and to, Bueno s Aires. Argentina, on_January 28, 1945* During all 
of this time he has been operating in an undercover capacity. 


Kelly and his wife, Brenda Frazier. Kelly, left Buenos Aires on April 22, 
1945, and it is my understanding that Mrs. Kelly went to Nassau and Mr. Kelly went 
to New.Yorfif, where he is located at the present time. 

DETAILS: 


Special^ Agent Jerome^Doylesta ted tha t Kelly desires to talk with Mr. 
Tblson jregarcphgjthe* possibility of submitting his resigna ti on. It_is*probable that 
Kelly wiTl^talk to Mr. Tblson or to the Director in the near future. 


^hile on undercover assignments in Havana, Cuba; Mexico City, D. F.; and 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Kelly was able to obtain entrance to the principal circles 
of society, both social ana commercial. He secured himself in a position whereby 
he could entertain or be entertained by the principal diplomatic figures as well 
as the leaders of social life. Because of the high financial plane on which Kelly 
lived, it has been possible for him to obtain entrance into circles which were not 
open to the usual Special Agent. Kelly has been able to keep the Legal Attaches 
informed of the discussions held and the gossip circulating in the circles in which 
Kelly moved. He has on many occasions been able to keep the Legal Attaches advised 
of the opinions expressed by diplomats, Embassy officials, government officials 
and businessmen regarding the Office of the Legal Attache and its work. 


it 


He has performed his work for the Burea: 
above any remuneration he has received from the^ 



great personal expense far 
eau.. 


Events in Gotmectic 


aftrSta^us v/^>3 


- /O 


On April 29, 1942, Kelly advised that he had attempted to get into the 
Army but was given a 4-F classification because of a physical defect resulting 
from a broken leg previously sustained* p ' 


4 


/ 









Memorandum for Mr* Ladd 


On October 23, 1943, Kelly advised that he had recently been classified 
in 1-A« He said that he had advised his draft board in Mew York that he had 
been in Cuba for the Home Insurance Company "while classified as 4-F and that for 
the very confidential information of the board he had helped the FBI, had to some 
extent worked for the FBI and that he had received training by the FBI with regard 
to such work* C erta in members ...of .the draft board seemed to think that Kelly 
was lying, and asked him to get proof from the FBI* Kelly replied that he could 
not get any such proof* Ait that time it was made clear to Kelly that the Bureau 
could not tinder any circumstances request deferment for him. Kelly said that he 
would like very much to have the Bureau have an Agent contact the head of his 
draft board and confidentially advise him orally that while Kelly was in Cuba 
he had voluntarily assisted the FBI and other American authorities there* His 
reason for making such request was to show the board that Kelly had not been 
lying* Kelly was advised that the Bureau could not comply with his request* 

TflfhUe on undercover assignment in Mexico, Kelly received a wire from 
his draft board instructing, him to return to the United States for induction 
into the aimed service by April 10, 1944. On April 18 Kelly had a conference 
with the chairman of his board, who stated -that the board would give him an 
indefinite deferment. He was given a permit to leave the United States for 
two months duration and was advised -that his secretary in New York could obtain 
additional deferments. Deferments were obtained by Kelly without assistance from 
the Bureau and were obtained because Kelly was over 30 years of age and had been 
reclassified as 1-AL* 

AC HON: 


Ihis is for information in the event Kelly proceeds to Washington 
for an interview* 











STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


* 


Office Memorandum 

Gr»iH/ grv 


* 


TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


Hr. C. H. Carson 

G. 17. Hall 

John S.Scelly 
Special Employee 




UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


D'ATE: July 17, 1 9k$ 


f l 


Mr. folson 




0 


i! 


iv 


E. A. Tamm 
OU 


Kr. OjiTay_ 

Kr. Olavin_ 

Kr. Lad d 
v.r. r;iohais_ 

Kr. Kocen_ ~ 

Kr. Tracy_ 


A letter has been directed to Hr. Kelly under date of July lU, 
1 9h$ 3 accepting his resignation as a Special Employee. 


Kr. Carson_ 

Kr . Er ?au_ 

Kr. Herd on_ 

Kr. Perriiiii'ton 
Kr. Quinn yaw" 

Tale. Room_ 

Kr. KsfiSH 
’tit's Beahm 
Kla 


Gandy 


Kr. Kelly was placed upon annual leave on Hay 1, 1 9k$, upon his 
return to the United States from Buenos Aires, Argentina. His annual leave 
expired at ‘the close of business on June; lf>, 1 9h$» Kr. Kelly was placed on leave 
without pay on June 16, 1 9h% until the date of his resignation. All salary pay¬ 
ments to Mr* Kelly have been made. 









SIS-25 


i.S. DIVISION MEMORANDUM 


RECORD OF CHECK MAILED 


GVi'H: lwr 


Fayahls to Mr. John. S. Kelly 


the amount of $ 761*23 


Check # 2162 


Voucher # 


Salary_. 


Expenses l/l-7/l4/45 


Registry #_ 


..Return receipt requested. 


Check Mailed to: Mr. Laurence J. 0,uinn 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
Room 3144 

Nov; York City, New York 


ll/ 6/45 

Return Address: 


Janos G. Smith 




Mailed 


\~ <o- 


* . , /’ 




MAY lb 





V 


J 


s£p. .DIVISION-MEMORANDUM. 
: RECORD' OF CHECK MAIDED 


GWHj lwr 


Payable to Mr. John g»&elly 


i 0»%ri 


in the amount of - ffi 761.25 


Check # ?162 


Voucher # 


Salary, 


_ Expenses 1/1-7/14/46 


Registry # 



7 


Re turn.' receipt reque s ted,. 


Check. Mailed to; Mr. John S. Kelly -'. . 

447 Bast 47th Street 
New York City* New York 


10/23/45 


Return Address: Jftmes G. Smith 



Mailed j* < 

By. 



' - .<# ■ 




S\ 






. y ’. 1 

•; xE&ot ■ ■, 



JKMjEOD 

V ' 0 


Hr. John 8. Kelly 
630 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 




It le with the deepest regret X am acceptingyour resignation 
aa a Special Employee of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. .I do 
want you to know, though, X appreciate your desires based on changed 
conditions brought about by the end of the war in Europe. 

X hope you appreciate how grateful I am for the outstanding 
and meritorious service you have rendered since your affilfli^i&p with 
us on dune 22, 1942. The assistance you haW^iSMared during this r 
most critical period of the war has been an outstanding factor in 
the eucoesaful acconpliahment of the reeponaibility placed upon the 
FBI of maintaining the security of the Western Hemisphere. The 
sacrifices you have made in being ever ready to accept assignments 
involving danger and adverse living conditions rank with those of 
the moat devoted members of this or any other branch^of the Govern- 
most engage! in the war against the Axis Nations. 

kncwledgeof your work during the past three years 
leaves no quesUoti in Sy miml that you. will be successful in the 
years to cone. ' I hope it will not be necessary to call on you again 
officially but am happy to know your serving are alLoar di^posai J v 
ehould the need arise. ; '" r J; 

With kind regards and best wishes, . 


'MrY T-olsa h _ U 

Mr. E. A. Wffil 

■ Mr. cie;f.- f\ mv 
M r-. Coffe y \ a 
. Mr.. Glavln Wd 
Mr. Lad d 3 , V 
;Mr. -Hiclicts 9 
Mr. Rose ni i 
. Mr Trac y \ I 
Mr. Carso m, , 
..■Mr. Ega n \; 3 
Mr. Hendo n aT? 
Mr., Pennington^. 
Mr. Quinn Taram 
Mr. Nease ' ~ 
Miss Gandy_ 


COMMUNICTIONS; SECTION 

’ t . * ’ *-* "* v 

M all:ED IB 
&JUL'17 1945 P.M. 

tEDERAL bureau of investigation 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Sincerely yours, 

SS^aF-'HooW 


» ■ 1 

f ‘ & RSf '• 

’■ r?>s aT o/f 


," r /j 


!l ; s W;y 


• A'.' : o • . 

• ■ . . :'n j,-‘—- 

■■ Z3 . ■** s . ! . 

rrj -■ C-iA-: - • 

ioco i.•■■: ■.. 

•n ■ O'.'.jr- 

it •■ Jic.: 

<T *v r - . •• 






Back in 1941, as you know, I tried to 
enlist in tie Army; I 7/as refused because of a bad leg. 
I was disappointed after this happened, but you were 
kind enough to give me a job 7/hich gave me an oppor¬ 
tunity to help in the war effort. I want you to know 
hew much I appreciate this and hovr much I enjoyed work¬ 
ing with your organization. 

/ 

I am sorry that more people don* t have 
a chance to see what a magnificent. j.ob you have done,., 
in building up from' nothing such a great organization. 
In my estimation, the American people are very much in¬ 
debted to you. 


Apropos of our discussion, I want you 
to know that my services are at your disposal at any 
time. 













■ Sfandari^FoTmTvo. 51, Rev. 

Appitoved Dec. 1943 
^ CT S. C.'Dept. 'aj,- No. 458 



Annual ' 

REPORT OF 


EFFICIENCY RATING 


Form approved 
Budget Bureau No. 50-R012. 
Approval expires Mar. 30, 1945. 

ADMINISTRATIVE-UNOFFICIAL ( ) 

OFFICIAL: 

REGULAR ( A ) SPECIAL ( ' ) 

PROBATIONAL or TRIAL PERIOD ( ) 



As of-_ based on performance during period from ..._ Iljl __jLA?L®ll_31_*. 


. JO HIT 3 ._ KELLY 

(Name of employee) 


Spec ial Employee 


(Title of position, service, and grade) 


F ederal Bureau of Investigation - 0IS S ect ion 

(Organization—Indicate bureau, division, section, unit, field station) 


v 
• + 


ON LINES BELOW 
MARK EMPLOYEE 

if adequate 
if weak 
if outstanding 


1. 

2 . 

3. 


Study the instructions in the Rating Official’s Guide, C. S. C. Form 
No. 3823A. 

Underline the elements which are especially important in the position. 
Rate only on elements pertinent to the position. 

a. Do not rate on elements in italics except for employees in admin¬ 

istrative, supervisory, or planning positions. 

b. Rate administrative, supervisory, and planning functions on 

elements in italics. 


CHECK ONE: 

Administrative, 
supervisory, or 
planning_ 

All others_ 


1945 


□ 

a 


— (i) 

- ( 2 ) 

-dr.. (3) 

- (4) 


(5) 

( 6 ) 



dr (9) 

-fe^(10) 

.±zai) 

~V^12) 



-4r.(15) 

-±-(16) 

-±T-(17) 

..±.(18) 

..±.(19) 

—±.( 20 ) 


Maintenance of equipment, tools, instruments. 
Mechanical skill. 

Skill in the applicati on of techniques and pro¬ 
cedures. 

Presentability of work (appropriateness of ar¬ 
rangement and appearance of work). 

Attention to broad phase s of assignments. 
Attention to pertinent detail. 

Accuracy of operations. 

Accuracy of final resu lts. 

Accuracy of judgments or decisions. 
Effectiveness in presenting ideas or facts. 
Industry. 

Rate of progress on or completion of assign- 
-mwi'ts:- ■ 

Amount of acceptable work produced^ (Ismark 
based on production records? ......^ ) 

(Yes or no) 

Abili ty to organize his work. 

Effectiveness in meeting and dealing with 
others. ' 


- ( 21 ) 

_ ( 22 ) 

- ( 23 ) 

- ( 24 ) 

- ( 25 ) 

- ( 26 ) 

- ( 27 ) 

- ( 28 ) 

- ( 29 ) 

- (SO) 

- (SI) 


Effectiveness in planning broad programs. 

Effectiveness in adapting the work program to 
broader or related programs. 

Effectiveness in devising procedures. 

Effectiveness in laying out work and establish¬ 
ing standards of performance for subordi¬ 
nates. 

Effectiveness in directing, reviewing, and check¬ 
ing the work of subordinates. 

Effectiveness in instructing, training, and 
developing subordinates in the work. 

Effectiveness in promoting high working morale. 

Effectiveness in determining space, personnel, 
and equipment needs. 

Effectiveness in setting and obtaining adher¬ 
ence to time limits and deadlines. 

Ability to snake decisions. 

Effectiveness in delegating clearly defined 
authority to act. 


STATE ANY OTHER ELEMENTS CONSIDERED 


Cooperativeness. 

Initiative . 

Resourcefulness . 

Dependability . 

Ph ysical fitness for the work. 


-(A) 

'-(B) 

-(C) 


STANDARD 

Deviations must be explained on reverse side of this form 


Adjective 

rating 


. * Adjective 

rating 

Plus marks on all underlined elements, and no minus marks_ Excellent 

Plus marks on at least half of the underlined elements, and no minus 

marks- Very good 

Check marks or better on a majority of underlined elements, and any 

minus marks overcompensated by plus marks_ Good 

Check marks or better on a majority of underlined elements, and minus 

marks not overcompensated by plus marks_ Fair 

Minus marks on atjeast ha lf of the underlined elements_ Unsatisfactory 


N> * 



Rating GO O d 

official- -- 


Reviewing 

official- 




Rated by 
Reviewed by 


Legal iittache 


tlarch 24, 1945 


(Title) 


(Date) 




(Signature of reviewing official) (Title) 

Rating approved by efficiency rating committee_ Report to employee 

(Date) 


—4uac-^a r( -l| r ^ 

MAY IS J8BB-V. 


(Adjective’ rating) 


V. S. COVOnWENT PRINTING OFFICE 16-26177-2 














































Buenos Aires, Argentina 
March 24, 1945 


JOHN S. KELLY - Annual Efficiency Report. 

JOHN S. KELLY, Special Employee, arrived in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, January 28, 1945, and is working under cover 
as a representative of the Graham-Paige Automobile Corporation. 

He is well knoivn and socially prominent and has imme¬ 
diately, upon his arrival in Buenos Aires, established contact 
with prominent individuals in Buenos Aires. He has a possessive, 
forceful personality and enters into his work with a great deal 
of zeal and enthusiasm. He makes and keeps friends easily. He 
is always impeccably dressed and presents an impressive appear¬ 
ance. He is aggressive and forceful in his contacts which he has 
developed with great success. He is thoroughly sold on the 
Bureau's work and is entirely loyal to it. He uses a great deal 
of initiative and resourcefulness in widening his circle of 
friends. 

KELLY is well qualified to work under cover, and at the 
present time he is specializing in ascertaining the extent of 
British propaganda efforts and economic penetration. In this 
regard, he has developed a great many sources of information in 
the British colony. 

There has been no opportunity to evaluate this 
individual's ability to dictate and write reports, and it is 
considered that because of the nature of his assignment and 
background, it is not necessary to make an appraisal of the 
usual types of work to which a Special Agent is assigned. 

His work merits the adjective rating of "good". 



Initials 








STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum 


CHC :FC 

TO : 
FROM : 
SUBJECT: 



MR. D. M. 

V , 

to. G. H. Carson I f 

t i o 

JOHN s. (shihvreck) kell: 

Former Special Employee 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Time called: 11:00'a.m. 10/26/ij5 

date: October 26, 19h$ 



Mr. Tolson_ 

Mr. E. A. ?amr. 

Vr. Clepj:_| 

Mr. Coffey_ 

Mx. Glavlr._ 

Mr. Ladd_ 

Mr. Mchoi s 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tracy_ 

Mr. Carson_I 

Mr. E>'an 



Mr. Hendo n 
Mr. Pennlw;ton_ 


Larry Quinn of the New York SIS Office called me advising that 
he had just gotten a call from Kelly. Kelly states that City Editor, 

Paul Schoenstein, of the New York Journal ."American", who, according to Mr. Quinr. Tamar 

QiShiTpis"well known to the Bureau, just called Kelly advising theJLatter Mr. Kease_ 

that Schoenstein has.accurate, ancLreliable._information of the .fact..that Kiss Gandy_, 

K®31z_has .been jvprking_during_ the_.war_f.cr_tJbie_ FBI. ina. .secret. capacity- 

in Lati njSj.mer.ica, Schoenstein told Kelly that this information seems to 
be more or less generally known in New York City. He_ a_sk£d_Kelly.for_.permission 
to do a c omplete sjbory of Kelly^s activities for the Bureau during the war, 
tailing Kelly tfiat .the secret”is now”but and cannbt 'be _ protected. any longer 
anyway, and adding,. "You know we .will. take.care of you very nicely on.the 
sto r y. 11 Kelly told Quinn that he replied to Schoenstein, "I do not know what 
you are talking about." Yftiereupon Schoenstein replied that Kelly could quit 
kidding and stalling inasmuch as he, S choenstein. has already c lea red..the._mat.t or 
with .th e Bu re.au.an d has obtained..not .only verification jsonceming the s tory, 
but al^q_clearanc_e_frora.j5ie_.Bureau for Schoenstein_to_print„jthe_same. Kelly 
told Quinn that he still insisted he did not know what Schoenstein was talking 
L about. Kelly wants Quinn to get Bureau advice as to just what he, Kelly, 
should do. 

RECOMMENDATION 


It is believed that Mr. Nichols is acquainted with Schoenstein and V 
it is suggested that efforts be made to prevent actual publicity in connection \ 
with Kelly's employment in a secret capacity for the Bureau in Latin America. • * 


It is reoomfflended.J;hatjQuinnJoe_instructedjto_ad vise Kelly not to 
disclose this ^information for.publicity. purpp.s es_jto, rt any one. 


y 


ft ■ f 

V- i 
; " 




V. 

' a v 
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1’J 

SB vm- 












M ■ 


<r 




\T^ 

Uew York, H. ■ 
March 29, 


W- t 
•" ry 1 )' J 

irMr&l 


” i 


Mr. Hoover: 




5 


ill*. Nii*f.i3e..... 




n I X:>), Gandy 

Beth r MYW ° recent evening, Mis.s 
Beth Leary was a dinner guest atHyfeer- 

home of Mr. & Mrs. Dick Berlin otw. 
present were Louis Bromfield, Mr & 

Mrs. John “Shipwreck”-Kelly, and *Warren 

^ e r broth » °f MrsT Berlin. 

his SS?fce wi?h Joh 5 son described 

ments in the Navy and some engage- 

thA hl h he had Participated in 

the Mediterranean, whereupon Shiowreck 
countered with a half hou? descri^on 

espion fS e activity in Latin America 

tSot^T 7 she felt like ' 

hrottiing him because it has been her 

openly.^ 61, t0 discuss p BI business 


J 














STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum 


IJ 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


-I 7S:i 


FROM 


MR. LADD 
C. H. CARSO^Vl 
JOHN SEIS 


L^>f 

IV 


June 11, 1946 / ^^7' 

' V. Colsi fe / 

* J*; £,*A. Ta : !J 


✓ is*. C-lavin 
/ VV M4_i 

'C'y'T- Fr"' 1 .* 

{>/»■ Tracy— 
/it/ Mrjfchr_ 

/ M i hi TTr 1 


SUBJECT: JOHN SIMS KELIffV FORMER SPECIAL EMPLOYEE V\rd% 

/ / \ ^ -g-y| 0 ® e£1 — 

BACKGROUND : ( v /, i 

" ~ '—/ / \ / r~'H r ~( =2r f n ' 

It will be recalled that the, _aoove individual was employed by the ( ‘ X £. ift cifor 

Bureau as a Special Baployeo in connection with SIS work from June, 1942, until 
July, 1945. . TiZT 


DETAILS: 


Mr. Quinn Tairtr. 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Uease_ 

Miss 3eahm_ 

Miss Gandy_ 


Kelly is presently residing in New York City, and we have been advised by the 
New York office that on May 16, 1946, Kelly wrote a letter to the New York telephone 
company in an effort to get a telephone in his private residence in New York in which 
letter he stated that he was employed by the United States Government outside the United 
States from June, 1942, until December, 1945* Kelly is presently residing at 160 East 
Sixty-third Street and has requested a telephone at this address. This matter has been 
referred by the New York City authorities to the Civilian Production Authority in 
Washington. It was suggested by the New York Office that the Bureau attempt to clear this 
matter with the Civilian Production^Aut^orit^'ijC'drder that Kelly might be granted a 
telephone. 1 JUi]r“ i"r, ■ . \VX 


I do not believe that the Bureau should take any action in connection with this 
affair as we have no legitimate reason for asking the Civilian Production Authority for 
favorable consideration of Kelly’s request. The mere ‘fact that he was out of the United 
States while employed with us does not in my opinion ^arrant a special request for a- 
telephone at this time. lt , - 

L Jl" : ' /, 

RECOMMENDATION : / y ” 

FtOEl- . ! . r—*—~ v 

It is recommended that no action be taken in^ccnnectipri with t^^yaa-toer.,. 


- GWH:tlc 












OFFICE . M EiV; 0 RAN DOM UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO s Do 13o LaDD DATE: January 6, 1943 • 

FROM ,i R. Wo -WALL 
SUBJECT:. 

EOD BUREAU, JUNE 22, 1942 

Reference Is made to my memorandum to you dated December 23, 1947, 
advising that Admiral Hillenkoetter, Director, Central Intelligence Agency, 
had interviewed Kelly in connection with Kelly's application for a position 
with CIA. .During the interview Kelly advised Admiral Hillenkoetter that the 
FBI knew about him and that in the event the Admiral desired background in¬ 
formation, it could be obtained from the FBI. 

' _ / . r 

Admiral-Hillenkoetter desired any information the Bureau co.uld 
furnish to him regarding Kelly. 

Pursuant to, instructions Admiral Hillenkoetter was informed that 
Kelly entered on duty with this Bureau on June 22, 1942, and voluntarily 
resigned, on June 1$, 1945° Admiral Hillenkoetter was advised that during the 
time of his employment Kelly was a very efficient employee, did his work well 
and could get along in any type of social gathering. Admiral Hillenkoetter 
was also informed that there is.nothing derogatory concerning Kelly in the files 
of' this Bureau. • .. 

Admiral Hillenkoetter was very thankful for this information and 
stated that he has since learned that Kelly is interested only in a'position 
that would pay him.approximately $15,000.00 a year and that at the present 
time CIA. has no such position. 

ACTION: 

No further action necessary. 

JFDtmmk 




' SPECIAL EMPLOYEE 











[CODE INSTRUCTIONS 
EOT TO ES OPENED V/ITHOI5T PERMISSION^ 


JOHN KELLY 






















































Pago 2 ^ x 

RS: Ir. John Kelly 

write his cover text in all but the opening and closing paragraphs 


b7E 


The nathod corresponding to tho Y system is basically a 
11 syllable 11 system, wherein tho number of syllables in oach word 
is taken into account* In System Y 1:1*. Kelly also uses tho keyword 









Page 3 

R3: Er. John Kelly 


b7E 


k 





It is to bo noted that Mr. Kelly was instructed to use 
two supplementary sections of the Dictionary in connection with 
System X, the section of ABBREVIATIONS and that of CHRISTIAN KAJ.ES 
OF 13521 AND ’70I3N. In connection with the latter section, the usual 
method of arriving'at a five-digit group is used, viz., page number 
and consecutive word count. However, in connection with the former 
jUj section, Jr. Kelly uses the page number and consecutive count for the 
first two columns, while he uses the page number plus 100 and 
consecutive^word count for column three . 



j ft 







DIRECTOR 


CLYDE TOLSOl7 


’ Mr. John ,f Shipwreck" Kelly } of ^ein York City 3 
called to cce me today by reference from your office. He 
has had in mind for cone time the possibility of a motion 
picture based upon the activities of a master criminal 
and patterned after the criminal background and history 
of Eddie Renter. He states that he has made no overtures 
with respect to the production of such a picture or its 
distribution but that he is anxious to secure your tentative 
approval to prepare a summary of material on Bents 3 after which 
he has in mind presenting the matter to Howard UawkcSj a prominent 
-v^. motion picture producer for the purpose of interesting Ilawkes in 
making such a picture* Me also has in mind the possibility of 
securing distribution through United Artists* 

I pointed out to Mr* Kelly that the Bureau could not actively 
assist in connection with a motion picture until we handle our 
commitment with Twentieth-Century-Fox for a sequel to ’’The uousc 
on 92nd Otreet." -L f r. Kelly stated he thoroughly understood this 
and would be entirely willing to wait whatever period of time was 
necessary 3 six months or a year after the release of the Twentieth- 
Century-Fox picture before attempting to produce any picture of his 
own „ Me states that if you look favorably upon this suggestion 
he thought it might be possible for he and, his secretary to com.e 
to Washington for the purpose of reviewing the Bureau's files on 
Eddie Rente in order to secure picture material* I told him that 
I would suggest that if you arc favorably inclined the best step 
to take at the beginning would be for the ->nrcau to furnish him 
with a donplctc memorandum of Eddie Rente’ activities ivhich he 
1 could review and then discuss any further ideas he night. have 
» with us after going over this material* Mr. Kelly wanted to as-lyre 
me that he would communicate with-frkl be guided by the Bureau*6 
desires in every step of the proceedings. /„/ 7 . }]£$■ 

y After conferring with you 1 told Mr. Kelly that arc would be 

;v | very happy to jO along with him on his proposal and that within. 
<t^Ec next ten days or so we would send him a very voluminous and 
v '! complete sunmany of Eddie Renta' activities so that he coy',1$ start 
i«a preliminary review of this material* 


Mr* t‘. A*. Tarnm 

Ev. Clegs_‘ 

Vr. Clayi n' 

"r. Lad d 
r. Nicnbl s 
r. Rose n 
i v . Trac y 

Carson_ 

» Ega n 

\ Curnea_ 

l Harbo - 

» Hendo n 
. Pennington" 
. *. Qulr.n- Tao r 

{. Keaso_“ 

Iss Gandy_ 


%D5S 


C:' ; iinr.| cannot bo brat >1 j 
ctid i: r.ot cn r ro.cl,_ \ .■ ’ 

| oiicinal Is received in Fi*-5 j 
j Divi.’jn ft will U fii:J C'. x ■ 
v;“h this copy cr r«ay lo V 1 

I »j r. o 1 1 jt/v. r «<*L s? . 


. ..iLXBB04 
ilMYXS 1S3§ ! 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


t 

Office Memorandum 


» 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : 
FROM : 
SUBJECT: 


MR. D. M. LADDT^vi 

R. IT. Tfallj^W 

John Simm^Felly 
Special Employee 
EQD Bureau, June 22, 1942 



Admiral Hillenkoetter. Director, 
/advised Special Agent Doherty of the liaison 
Secretary ,of Defense, had called him and indicated 
Kell y employed by C IA• 



oATEi^December 23, 1947 

7 ’S , 


Mr. Tolson_ 

Mr. E. A. Taina 

Mr. Clegg_~ 

Mr. Glav'ln_. 

Ur. Lad d - 

Mr. Nichols 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tracy 

Mr. Carson_ 

Mr. Egan 


Intelligence Agency, 
that James' Forrestal. 
an interest in having 


Mr. Gurnoa_ 

Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Hendon_ 

Mr. Pennlngton_ 
Mr. Quinn Tamm 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Nease_ 

Miss Holmes_ 

Miss Gandy_ 


Admiral Hille nkoe tter stated that he had interviewed Felly at which 
tine Felly desired to be informed what position would be available to him in 
CIA. Admiral Hille nkoe tter stated that he advised Kelly he was not in any position 
to tell him until such time as he had s ome informati on .maarriing Kellyts back - 
ground. According to Admiral Hille nkoe tter, Kelly advised him that Hie FBI knew 
about him and that in the event the Admiral desired background information, it 
could be obtained from the FBI. 

Admiral Hillenkoetter stated that Kelly was apparently very security- 
minded in that about all the information he could obtain frcm Kelly ms that he 
resided at 630 — 5th Avenue, New York., 

Admiral Hillenkoetter stated that he would life to have the Bureau 
files checked concerning Kelly because of Mr. Forrestal’s interest and would 
appreciate any information concerning Kelly that could be made available to him. 




A check of the Bureau files reveal that Kelly entered on duty as a 
Special Employee on June 22, 1942, and served as such iaa iSouSi America 


resigned on June 15, 1945. 


s*> 


RECOMMENDATION 


It should be noted that Kelly has t^^icknanj 


° 7 " ? y •: * 



uTchud 

^ Ship.'/recxv.,- 
N u rr> _1-4:..,, 

Filed. ... 

%' o j 6 JA’ni* ,w,j I 

It is recommended that this request be forward^^tp the Chief Clerk’s._ 

Office and the Liaison Section be advised of the inforaatibjrfeicirHliay^be' rur^n6d ll , ‘ 
to Admiral Hillenkoetter. It is further recommended that since Admiral Hillenkoetter 
is expecting a "follow-up" from Secretary Forrestal, that this matter be handled 
as soon as possible, 

67-342938 
[/ 94-4-sub5728 

JF3^;rhr 




I 
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JOHN S. KELLY 


95 Lake Road 
Plandome, N.Y. 
11030 


U. S. Department of Justice December 14, 1984 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, DC 20535 


Re: Request No. 251316 


Dear Sir: 

I give authorization for the disc losure of my records to 

my I 


Sincerely, 

\y John Simms Kelly 


Sworn to before me this 
14th day of December, 1984 



JANE A. MARINO 
Notary Public, State of New York 

No. 4654614 r.— 

Qualified in Nassau County ^ 
Commission Expires March 30,19— 






b6 

hlC 




December 



13, 1984 


U.S. Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Attention: FOIPA 

Washington, D.C. 20535 

Request No. 251316 

Dear Sir: 

The a<|3itional information pertaining to the records of 
John__Slmms. Kelly, a.k.a. "Shipwreck Kelly" you requested are as 
follows: 

Place of birth: Simmstown (Springfield), Kentucky 
Date of birth: July 8, 1910 

Enclosed is the notarized authorization from Mr. Kelly 
supporting my request. 


Enel. 











4-824 (Rev. 5-3-84) 


FEB 1 5 1985 


O 


b6 

b7C 


SUBJECT OF REQUEST: John Simms Kelly 

aka: "Shipwreck Kelly" 

FOIPANO. 251,316 _ 


Des 

This is in further response to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request(s). 
Information pertaining to your request has been set forth below in appropriate paragraphs. 

_ \ 

22 The additional data requested from you has been received. 

□ We have received your letter expressing your willingness to pay fees of approximately- 

□ We have received your check in the amount of__ dated- 

X] We are currently conducting a search of indices to our central records system files at FBI Headquarters to 
determine if we have the records you are seeking. Upon completion of this review, we will advise you. 


□ We have located documents which may pertain to your request(s), and we will assign them for processing soon. 


□ As a result of the large number of FOIPA requests received by the FBI, we may encounter some delay in 
processing your request(s). The FBI has allocated substantial resources, including manpower, to insure that 
delays in responding to FOIPA requests are minimized. We solicit your understanding and assure you that we will 
process your request(s) as soon as possible. 


. Your continued patience will be appreciated. 


□_See Continuation Page for additional information. 

I 

I Sincerely 




Chief 

Freedom of Information-Privacy Acts Section 
Records Management Division 








i 


&lggp 


U.S. Department of Justice 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Washington, D.C. 20535 


MAR 19 1985 



Request No. 251,316 


This is in further reference to your Freedom of 
Information-Privacy Acts /fFjOIPA) request for records 
pertaining to John Simms Kelly_a ka "Shipwreck Kelly". 

Documents which appear responsive to your request 
have been located and will be assigned for processing in the 
near future. 

As a result of the large number of FOIPA requests 
received by the FBI, delay may be encountered in processing 
your request. The FBI has allocated substantial resources, 
including manpower, to insure that delays in responding to 
FOIPA requests are minimized. We solicit your patience and 
assure you that your request will be processed as soon as 
possible. 

Sincerely yours, 


CO uj 

oo 

on 


jific. A0-!nv._ 

bfec AD-IES_ 

Oir.: 

Servs. __ 

Ipv.___ 

Inspection__ 

IriMl!.__ 

Laboratory__ 

legal Coun._ 

01I. of Cong. 

& Public Affs. 

Rec. Mgnt._ 

Tech. Servs._ 

Training_ 

Telephone Rm._ 
Director's Sec'y,_ 


PCG:csc (3) 


Barnes K. Hall, Chief 
Freedom of Information- 
Privacy Acts Section 
Records Management Division 
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KELLY.. JOHN-.SIMMS 
SUBJECT 




FOLLOWING SERIALS REMOVED FROM FILE AND 
DESTROYED IN ACCORDANCE WITH AUTHORITY 
CONTAINED IN 66-818-5153 

NO SERIALS REMOVED 


DATE_ 7/16 / 6 8 

INITIALS_pdm_ 







Attached records are presently: 

□ Classified □ Both 

□ Unclassified □ Particular attention is directed to serials 


Does not appear to 
□ warrant classification 

















4-742 (Rev. 2-23-81) 




MEMORANDUM TO: □ Chief, Operations Section 

Re: Freedom of Infor mation-Privacy Acts (FOIPA) 


Request of: |_ 

Subject: _ 

FOIPA #: _I 

FOIPA Analyst: _ 

□ Chief, Civil Discovery Unit. 


?/ 6 > 0 


Civil Suit: 
Subject: 


File#: 


C 3 




Vj-n ’ \ 

ADDENDUM: Document Classification Unit _ 

r&>-2±dj 

lebffW'78'/ ^' 

kl'UteW' ¥7) 

> v. 

jyCtM 6 /^ 1 £ /0&-5 C f</6>& - </ 


appropriate agencies 

AND FIELD OFFICES 
ADVISED J3Y ROUTING, 
SL1P (S) OF<~X? r J) r/ ^ 


Team Captain: 


Reviewer: 


Extension: 


Room: 


Addendum Date: 


Time Expended: 



^/3 


fbi/doj 







4-743 (Rev. 9-2-81) 


REQUESTER/CIVIL LITIGATION: '77 

T: A 




PAGE 


±1 


SUBJECT: 


F0IPfl yi'/ / 3/(o 


A. The following documents have been declassified: 


FILE SERIAL DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION 



B. The following portions of Bureau documents should be referred to the originating agency for consultation as to whether the information 
contained therein warrants classification: 


BuFILE/SERIAL PAGE PARAGRAPH DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION REFER TO 



fbi/doj 
























PAGE. 


/> 


C. FBI records have been reviewed and the following portions of documents have been classified in accordance with EO 12356 

Section 1.3(a) (3) foreign government information; (4) intelligence activities (including special activities), or intelligence sources or methods; 
(5) foreign relations or foreign activities of the United States; (8) cryptology. 



FBI/DOJ 













4-743a (Rev. 5-4-83) 



C. FBI records have been reviewed and the following portions of documents have been classified in accordance with EO 12356 

Section 1.3(a) (3) foreign government information; (4) intelligence activities (including special activities), or intelligence sources or methods; 
(5) foreign relations or foreign activities of the United States; (8) cryptology. 


CLASSIFICATION REASONS 

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION PAGE PARAGRAPH CLASSIFICATION EO 12356 SECTION 1.3(a) 



FBI/ DOJ 



































4-743a (Rev. 5-4-83) 


REQUEST^R/CltflL LITIGATIO 
SUBJECT: UjUlUis' 



% 


C. FBI records have been reviewed and the following portions of documents have been classified in accordance with EO 12356 

Section 1.3(a) (3) foreign government information; (4) intelligence activities (including special activities), or intelligence sources or methods 
(5) foreign relations or foreign activities of the United States; (8) cryptology. 


DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION 


PAGE PARAGRAPH CLASSIFICATION 



CLASSIFICATION REASONS 
EO 12356 SECTION 1.3(a) 


// ^ 





c-'Cbnfidential 

_Secret 

_Top Secret 




j(^t5onfidential 

_Secret 

_Top Secret 


_Confidential 

_Secret 

_Top Secret 


. Confidential (3) 

. Secret (4) 

. Top Secret (5) 

( 8 ) 


. Confidential (3) 

. Secret (4) 

. Top Secret (5) 

( 8 ) 


. Confidential (3) 
. Secret (4) 
. Top Secret (5) 
( 8 ) 


. Confidential (3) 
. Secret (4) 
. Top Secret (5) 
( 8 ) 









































